51.

«Mediaticy» accents
& neutral sample
transcriptions

51.0. This part is likely to be very important for descriptive and com-
municative purposes, as it deals with pronunciations going beyond the
neutral accents.

However, their exposition will be a little more concise and with ex-
amples less highlighted, than in the previous chapters, which had the
task of presenting the three neutral accents more thoroughly.

The same will be done for the chapters coming after these, which
—in any case— will show things in a more precise way than usual in oth-
er books, following the right dictates of the natural phonetics method.

«Mediatic» accents & sample transcritions

51.1. In addition to the two neutral accents, the American and the
British ones, and to the International accent of English, we believe it
is important to show the two kinds of accent actually used by Ameri-
can and British native speakers.

Naturally, ¢<mediatic> pronunciations are often used by north Amer-
ican people in the midwestern states, and by English people in the
southeastern counties, respectively, as well as by most spoken-word
mass media (ie radio and television) that use neither the neutral ac-
cents nor more local ones.

Therefore, the chapters and illustrations of this sixth part must be
carefully analyzed, comparing them with the neutral ones, in order to
capture the differences, which are sometimes not slight!

51.2. In ordinary people’s opinion, mainly if their own pronuncia-
tion is directly concerned, these mediatic accents are thought to be less
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peculiar than the neutral ones.

On the other hand, as everyone knows, neutral pronunciation —in
percentage terms— is used the least by native speakers; but, it is the one
generally aimed at by advanced foreign learners, except for more or less
frequent interferences, especially from their mother tongues, and in-
dividual peculiarities.

For this reason, we do not hesitate to show these actual realities, al-
though —personally— we will not get to the point of recommending an
active usage by foreigners.

On the contrary, a passive usage is certainly welcome, to really un-
derstand native speakers, when they talk... <as they cany. Actually, this
happens every day, all over the world, because school and society usu-
ally ignore (good) pronunciation.

51.3. Thus, as these mediatic pronunciations are really very wide-
spread, and often considered as <almost» neutral (as we have already
said — or, at least, less affected and less artificial than the neutral ac-
cents), many people would be willing to declare them to be neutral.

They would do so, on the one hand, in opposition to pronunciations
which are more recognizable as local ones, and, on the other hand, in
opposition to an <unsubstantialy neutral kind of pronunciation...

It is no rare fact that some «mediatic» speakers fluctuate towards the
neutral type (or away from it), for some words.

51.4. For these and other reasons, we are fairly convinced that the
International type of English pronunciation that we warmly support
especially for foreigners, both in its simplified and native-like versions,
is the best choice to be done (even by native speakers themselves). The
native-like version, as we have already said (when introducing Inter-
national English pronunciation), is the kind of pronunciation gener-
ally used in cNN broadcastings, and frequently used by actors and sing-
ers.

Here we wish to draw attention to some details, with reference on-
ly to the respective (American or British) variant, besides the (sim-
plified) International one, for direct (<internaly) comparisons.

In the light of what has been seen so far, it will not be difficult to
find the corresponding neutral forms of the other accent. On the con-
trary, it will be a very useful exercise.
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51.5. For more localized mediatic accents (such as those of Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, Souf Africa, Scotland and Ireland), we will
give some indications in their respective chapters.

In the sections that follow, we provide the transcritions of the story
The North Wind and the Sun (by Aesop), which is the IPA standard text
to illustrate the pronunciation of different languages and variants.

At the end of the story, we have added two short questions, in or-
der to include some kind of interrogative intoneme as well. In fact, it
is not fair to «illustrate> the pronunciation of any given language, with-
out dealing with its intonation structures, too.

The story is given in four different (<normalized») versions, which
systematically and coherently present the most typical characteristics,
which are acknowledged as peculiar.

We start with the International version (both plain —or simplified—
and native-like, this one with [*] on the first protonic syllable, too); the
neutral American and British versions are added straight afterwards.

Their close analysis and comparison is the first step of the natural
phonetic method.

Of course, their descriptions and diagrams must be taken into due
and constant account.

Text (international graphemic version)

51.6. The North Wind and the Sun were disputing which was the
stronger, when a traveler came along wrapped in a warm cloak. They
agreed that the one who first succeeded in making the traveler take his
cloak off should be considered stronger than the other.

Then the North Wind blew as hard as he could, but the more he blew
the more closely did the traveler fold his cloak around him; and at last the
North Wind gave up the attempt. Then the Sun shone out warmly, and
immediately the traveler took off his cloak. And so the North Wind was
obliged to confess that the Sun was the stronger of the two.

Did you like the story? Do you want to hear it again?

«International> English pronunciation (plain version)

51.7. [0o'no710 'wind- ondo'sen: wordispjuufiy 'wit wozda'stfzongor: |
'wen o'tthievlor kheum sloy: 1ept inowomm khlook- | dewo'griid+ dat-
do'wen u'tfars sok'siidod- im'metkuy da'tfhievlsr: thek izkhlook 'of-| {ob-
bikan'stdord "stfxpngor dondiedor- ||
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'Jen: do'no 0 'wume bluu- szhand- szikherd-| batda'mo:r ibluu-| ds-
'mo:t khloosli- Jiddstfhievlsr: foro1d wkhlook staondum-| jan(d)e?-
leest-: do'no 10 'wigr 'getv 'ep Oio'thempt-|| 'Oenz) da'sen (o on 'aof-.
‘wotmli- )| ontmiidisatli+ j0o'threvlor thok 'of-, jizkhlook: || \n'so-e-) ds-
'no 10 ‘winid- wozo'blaeds fokomfes| datda'sen:, wzda'stlrongor, javdo-
thuru-|

dudgolaek: sda'storaie| sdju'won fohhuat o'gen:|]

«International> English pronunciation (native-like version)

51.8. [0o7no10 'wind- onda'sen: widuUspjouiy 'wit] wwzda'sfiongr |
“wen o'thievlr "kheim olog- rept inuw'womm khlook- | derw'garid-
dotdwwen u'fys sukistidod- tm™merkiy do'thievly: “theik zkhlook 'of-|
Jobbikwunsidid "sfrongr dondiedr |

'Jden: 0o no10 'wumr blou- azhand- azikheo'd-| batdo mo:r iblou-|
do"mozt khlooesli- diddothrevly: “foeid izkhlook wraondum-| an(d)s?-
lest: 09 no10 ‘winr “ge1v 'ep dio'thempt-|| '0enz; do7sen oron 'aof-,
‘wotmli- | ontmuiidistli+ ;0o thievly 'thek 'of-. jizkhlook-|| n'so-o-) ds-
no10 ‘winid- wuzoblasds fukumtes| dotda'sen:, wzds'sfioggr:, |ovde-
thoue |

adudgolask: sda'stoaiy ¢dju™won tohurn wgen:|]

Neutral American pronunciation

51.9. [3o'no10 'winid- ando'san: widuspjpuiy ‘witd wwzds'strongr|
'wen o'fthrevly khetm oo \1ept inu'worim khlook- )| derw'garid+ dat-
du'wan pfrs sukistidod- im'merkiy dathievly theik wzkhlook ‘otf-| {eb-
bikun'stdad "sfxoygs dondiady ||

'0en: 0o'no10 'wim: bloru- szhaiid- szikhed-| batdo'mot itbluu-+| ds-
'mo:1 'khloosli- dudds'thievly: foretd wzkhlook wiraondum-| an(d)or-
leest): do'no710 'wige 'getv 'ap dio'thempt-|| '0en:; do'san {o-on 'aof-,
‘woramli- )| ontmuidiafli- jdo'thievly thek ot jizkhlook: || \n'sore-) da-
'no10 'wind- wuzoblaads fukunfes| dotdo'san:, wzda'sfiongr., jovos-
‘thuu |

dqudza’lask: :da'storaie| ¢djp'wan o'hirn w/gen:|]
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Neutral British pronunciation

51.10. [09 no"0 'win:d- onds'sen: wudspjpufiy ‘witf wwzda'stioyge. |
“wen o'thyevls: khetm olon | “jept inw'woim 'khlsok. )| derw'gqrid-
dotdu wen pfss sukistidid- um metkuy do'thyevls: “theik wz'khlsek 'of
Jobbikunsidsd "stypygs dandiede. |

'0en: 0o no 0 'wumr “blpru- szhaxd- azikhod. | batda mozy iblpu.|
do"mo: khlsesli- dudda'thyevle: foetd wzkhlsok wjaondum, | jan(d)ar-
last 0o no'0 'wiygr “gertv 'ep dio'thempy. || '0en:; ds7sen {on 'aof..
‘wo'mli, )| antmuiidisatli- ;0o thyevls '‘thok 'of.. jizkhlsek || n'sz-e- do-
no 0 'winid- wuzo blaadz fukum'tes| datda'sen:,, wzda'styongsy,. (9v0o-
thru, |

squdzplask: s0a'storyi| ¢djpwon ohiogy w'gen:|]
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