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6.
Arabic

vowels

6.1. Neutral Arabic has three short and three long vowels, with some remark-
able taxophones, due to the influence of certain consonants and of syllable struc-
ture. There are more variations for /a@)/ and less for [u()/, while [i@)/ is in an inter-
mediate position.

There are two ‘diphthongs’ as well, [ai, au/, which, for practical purposes, are best
considered as sequences of [a/ + [i, u/, since their actual realizations are obtained pre-
cisely by juxtaposing the various taxophones of the three vocalic elements.

fig 6.1. Neutral Arabic vowels: monophthongs.

[i] [i*, it, i*, 1C, C1, 1€, €4, €] \ﬂ \ \ \ \ a /u/ [uY, v, uC, Cu, uC, Cul,
[ [HC, Cr, tC, €&€, | @ Cu, u€, Lol
(CiH-C)] = @ [u/ [w(C), v, u:C, u”, u']

L 111
[a] [a, Ca, aC, €a, a€, Lok, \ \ o \ \ \ \
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[af [a, ja, Car, a:C, €ar, @,
8l o g ced)

fig 6.2. Neutral Arabic vowels: diphthongs.
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fig 6.3.1. Neutral Arabic spread vowels: orograms (including variants shown in fig 6.6-7).
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fig 6.3.2. Neutral Arabic rounded vowels: orograms (including variants shown in fig 6.6-8).
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The influence of ‘modern dialects’ on the local pronunciation of supranation-
al Arabic is very strong, even if unintentional. So strong, in fact, that it even oc-
curs in teaching recordings, especially in the case of [ai, au/ but also of the basic
vowels.
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fig 6.4. Neutral Arabic vowels: labiograms (including variants shown in fig 6.6-8).
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fig 6.5. Neutral Arabic vowels: palatograms (including variants shown in fig 6.6-8).

—

(D

gt
y
¢

R
R
®

s

=

‘ ﬁ
A L~
‘
\~
|

."

' Qa

.;‘

0
2

(@]
®
0

2
3

What we describe here is the actual neutral pronunciation, which does not nec-
essarily correspond to everything one may hear even from educated native speakers.

Nevertheless, the reader who follows exactly the model proposed in this book
will certainly achieve a kind of ‘neutral’ pronunciation (not a regional one), even
if —for the vowels— this usage is quite close to that of Levantine Arabic (' § 15.2).

This is true, in particular, for /ai, au/, seen that elsewhere they are generally re-
alized as monophthongs ([e:, o] or, at most, as narrow diphthongs, [E1, ou]).

The different variants of Arabic are not mere ‘accents’ of the same language,
but partially different ‘dialects’, which in turn affect the language itself.

Let us consider, for instance, Gulf Arabic and Egyptian Arabic, while Maghreb
Arabic is different still (especially Moroccan Arabic). However, here we will most-
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ly consider ‘supranational’ (or, somehow, native-like ‘international’) Arabic pro-
nunciation (although a few major differences will be dealt with, too —  § 6.7, &

12-13).

6.2. The unmarked values of /i@, a©), u@)/, the ones that a native speaker would in-
stinctively employ to articulate vocalic segments in isolation, are [i), a@), ue] (shown
by the black markers in the vocogram of fig 6.1). In addition to them, it is indispen-
sable to properly recognize and reproduce all the taxophones that are listed below.

Another important feature of modern neutral pronunciation is that any [V/
will be realized as [V] (or [V'] at the most) in unstressed syllables, unlike neutral
Koranic pronunciation, which dictates instead that vowel length be preserved as
scrupulously as possible in every instance.

[i/ 1.1 [#] if preceded or followed by /¢, d, s, 2, q/,
2 [1] if preceded or followed by /h, %, k, g/,

1] in checked syllables (with different consonants than in 1.1),

1.4 [i] in free syllables (except 1.1-2);

1.5 (in

1.6 [£()] between [¢, d, s, %, q/ (in free or checked syllables),

7 [10] if preceded or followed by /¢, d, s, 2, q/ (in free or checked syllables),

)] i

[
[
(in [aif) as [if, for 1.1-4;

[

8 [im] in all other cases (in free or checked syllables);
[

[

[

[

[

o] if preceded and followed by /¢, d, s, 2, q/,
a] if preceded or followed by /¢, d, s, 2, q/ (and [1]),
a] if preceded or followed by [h, &, k, R, ¢/,
a] if preceded and followed by other consonants (including [?, h, f]),
a] if unstressed and in utterance-final position (except 2.2),
[a] for [a@), if unstressed and in utterance-internal word-final position,
including monosyllables (except 2.1-3),
2.7 [a; ah] [aly], for -ah (ta) marbitah ['ta? masbuta(h)]) in pausal posi
tion (with no influence as in 2.2-5),
2.8 (in /ai, au/) as [a/, for 2.2-4;
[af 2.9 [a)] if preceded and followed by /¢, d, s, 2, q/,
2.10 [a@] if preceded or followed by /¢, d, s, 2, q/ (and [1])
2.11 [a@] if preceded or followed by /h, &, k, g, £/
2.12 [a@)] if preceded and followed by other consonants (including [?, h, f]),

[u/ 3.1 [u] if preceded % followed by /¢, d, s, 2, q, h, ¢/,
.2 [u] in checked syllables,
3.3 [u] in free syllables (except 3.1),
3.4 (in [au/) as [u/, for 3.1-3;
[w/ 3.5 [o)] in syllables checked by /¢, d, s, 2, q, h, §/,
3.6 [u@)] in all other cases.

[af

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4
2.5
2.6
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6.3. According to the distributions just seen, ﬁg 6.1 shows the realizations of the
(short and long) Arabic vowels, [io)/ [i®), 10, 0], [aw)/ [a®), aw, a@), «o)] (and [0E)],
a conservative Koranic variant, f fig 6. 6 )> [u@/ [uE, ve].

Here are some examples, which we present in their pausal form, stripped of
case endings or any other terminations: gif ['qs], gigan [q¥qamn], sidi ['sudi], sadiq
[sa'drql, bint [biat], fil [il]; sagi¢ [sa'qus], saff ['sat:], taha [eathal, ba¢da [basdal,
rahin [sa:hin], hada ['ha:da], walad ['walad], bab [bab]; siq ['suql, huna ['Aunal,
sif ['sud], kusim [go'swm], fundug [foaduq].

fig 6.2 shows the different realizations of /ai, au/, which result from the combi-
nation of [a-, a-, a-] + [, -1, ] or + [-u, -u], according to context. Let us examine
a few words, first in pausal form: bayt [bart], cayn [Sain], gayl ['qail], fawz [favz],
lawn [lavn].

But, with a termination, by virtue of which the (phonetic) syllable containing
the diphthong becomes free (or unchecked): baytun [baitun], ¢ayn-i [Sainil, gaylin
[qailin], fawzan [tauzan], lawnu-hu [launubul, pawladdu-kunna [?aula-dukonnal.
Further examples: payna [?ainal, fawdah [Sauda; -ah], mugawwam [mu'qauwam]
f[‘qawwam)].

It is important to note that the above should be taken with a grain of salt, since
even neutral diphthongs show a noticeable degree of elasticity, and nothing prevents
us from articulating —say— gay/ as ['qail] and gaylin as [qatlin] (mostly in mediatic ac-
cents), provided that the first element of the diphthong preserves the correct vocalic
quality. A similar criterion should be applied to the taxophones of [au/.

6.4. fig 6.6 shows some more peculiar yet frequent realizations of [ai, au/: [e, E1;
o1, ou], which are very widespread outside neutral Arabic. However, one’s pronun-
ciation may still be considered neutral, although ‘colloquial’, even if it uses such
variants, provided all other articulations are appropriate. Also consider fig 6.7.

Therefore, one should not be surprised to hear realizations such as bayt [bet,

fig 6.6. Neutral Arabic vowels: colloquial & Koranic variants.

Ll
I

[ai] [e:, ee, E1, E9, Ed] (narrow)
& further frequent collogquial
variants [ae, e9, A9, ad] (wider)

in Koranic pronunciation:
B /a( / 0€, Cant,
U1 [8lahg cob, ane Cave, Cone]

@ /au/ [0, 00, 0U, 00, 00] (narrow)
& further frequent colloquial
variants [ao, eo, A0, eo] (wider)
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bert], payna [Remna, Rer-], cayni [Semi, 'Ser-], fawz [foxz, touvz], lawn [lom, loun].
As to gayl, ['qel, 'ge1l] would be possible but rather theoretical, because the very
colloquial register associated with [ez, 1; 0z, 0u] would in turn call for a more
colloquial realization of /q/ than neutral [q] is, eg [?, g, g], if not its complete loss:
['gedl, 'ge1l; Reil, Pe1l; ‘e, 'eil].

In fact, all the variants shown (both in fig 6.2 and fig 6.6) have always been present,
in official Arabic, although their usage has been restrained by formal (and religious)
teaching.

However, the different Arabic ‘dialects’ are actual cognate languages, rather than
real subdivisions of one and only language, as we know happened to the Romance
languages derived by (different kinds of spoken, surely not written) Latin.

Thus, each one of these ‘Arabic languages’ has a phonemic (and grammatical)
system of its own (also with partially different lexicon, of course). So, also their
(‘regionational’, and more local) accents, certainly present more or less different
peculiarities.

For this reason, modern Arabic, independently from its absurd and deceitful
writing system (nobody can surely deny it), has [i;, a;, w:/ and /i, a, u/ and /ai, auy/.

Therefore, undoubtedly, for the Arabic accents (and ‘dialects’), we do not have
simply to consider /i:, a:, wf and /i, a, u/ and /ai, au/, but also [ei, ou/, or [5i, au/.

In addition, in some cases, even [/, without excluding some reductions among
the three short vowels /i, a, u/. In fact, as we will see, we can certainly also have even
/i, a,uf > [of (or [i, a, uf » [a, 3/, or [i, a, uf > [, uf).

Finally, fig 6.6 also shows the rounded back realization of /a)/ between /¢, d, s,
%, q/ (and some other cases). As said, this [p)] is more typical of Koranic pronun-
ciation: scattered examples of it can be found here and there (and in § 6.3), and are
often associated with solemn assertions, including quotations from holy scriptures.

6.5. fig 6.7 shows further vocalic articulations, all of which are in the interme-
diate area of our vocogram (typically unused in neutral pronunciation, as can be
seen in fig 6.1). The same happens for the variants of /ai, au/, as well: maydan
[mai'de:n, mss-], pawlad [raulad, ?so-].

The white markers indicate unstressed realizations of /i, a, u/, [s, 3, o], which
are considerably centralized.

The broken-line white marker, in turn, indicates the frequent neutralization of
unstressed /i, a, u/, unified into [5], which is more typical of quick and familiar

fig 6.7. Arabic vowels: unstressed colloquial variants.
L
Ll

\
\ \
[if [s ; // / \ \El \ \ @\ \ (/11,1 .2, ?u[/ [¢] » 1/.9/ Poss)ible
aif [39], au 30] colloquial neutralization
frequent colloquial variants \\ \\ X HT\ \\ \\
I R
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speech. Some examples: siyaz [sijaz, so-, so-], tim#al [ttm'Oal, tom-, tom-], salama
[salaima, s3-, so-], sahwan [safi'wan, s3hi-, sofi-], suhiila [su'hula, so-, so-], mustaqq
[muf'taq:, mof-, maf-].

Such variants must have been in use for centuries, considering some well estab-
lished renditions of Arabic words, such as Moham(m)ed in many Western langua-
ges and Mehmet in Turkish for neutral Arabic Muhiammad [muvhammad], or Mos-
lem for Muslim ['muslim].

It is also reasonable to assume that the same tendency to merge unstressed vow-
els is one of the reasons behind the progressive erosion of the rich inflectional sys-
tem of neutral Arabic, which ultimately leads to the disappearance of most mor-
phological endings in modern ‘dialects’.

But for the pronunciation model that we want to promote, it will be advisable
to stick to the basics and refrain from excessive... innovations.

6.6. Another feature admitted in everyday pronunciation and in mediatic ac-
cents, but generally not in Koranic declamation, tends to avoid realizations like [a()]
in whole (even long) words containing /¢, d, s, 2, q, h, $, k, R, £/: mahrab [mah-¢ab,
'mah-], talab ['talab, -lab], tamdi [tamdi, 'tam-], mansib [man'su:b, man-].

This sort of ‘vowel harmony’ somehow applies to other vowels as well, and in-
deed, it would make the pronunciation of Arabic a lot easier, if fully implement-
ed and predictable. Unfortunately, it is neither. Learners of neutral pronunciation
should then try their best to reproduce all vocalic taxophones whenever necessary
and appropriate.

Though alien to the scopes of this work, it is worth recalling that, based on some
historical evidence, a higher and fronter realization of [a(:)/, possibily even an inde-
pendent phoneme, is likely to have belonged to the vocalic inventory of neutral
Arabic, or at least to the Meccan variety spoken by the Prophet and early followers.

Ancient Arab linguists used the term pimalah [?i'ma:la; -af], ‘slanting, tilting’,
to describe the shift of a palif to the vocalic quality of [e®)] (‘light’ pimalah) or [e)]
(‘heavy’ nimalah). Both are still present in some modern ‘dialects’ —most notably,
urban Lebanese— though not necessarily with the same distribution and mecha-
nisms as in neutral Arabic.

Certain Koranic recitation (tazwid [taz'wiid]) styles still call for pimalah in a
number of instances, which the reciter has to memorize, since even fully vocalized
Arabic orthography has no means to indicate either nimalah or its exact opposite,
[«(), D], unless supplementary tazwid diacritics are employed.

6.7. Arguably, not every single realization given in fig 6.1-7 is really necessary for a
good neutral pronunciation of Arabic. Nevertheless, if these realizations are rationed and
used in a natural way (speaking fluently), a greater ‘spontaneity’, similar to that of native
speakers, can be attained, again in the framework of colloquial neutral pronunciation.

A systematic and complete shortening of unstressed long vowels belongs to mod-
ern and international pronunciation, as observed before. On the contrary, Koran-
ic (and in general, ‘solemn’) pronunciation not only avoids shorthening long vow-
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els, but will often elongate them both for metric purposes and to make certain dis-
tinctions more evident.

Our readers are nonetheless advised that whenever homophony might lead to
ambiguity, it will be useful to articulate unstressed long vowels at least as half-long,
if not long: eg katabna [ka'tabna] ‘they (fen.) wrote’ vs katabna [ka'tabnar; -na:]
‘we wrote’.

For a useful comparison with the diphthongs given in fig 6.2, let us carefully
compare fig 6.8, which shows (central) approximant + vocoid sequences. Unfortu-
nately, too many ‘experts’ still keep on considering them ‘falling diphthongs’,
while they certainly are [CV], not [VV].

fig 6.8. Arabic [jV, wV/ sequences: not ‘diphthongs’.




3.
Arabic

consonants

8.0. The consonantal phonemes and taxophones of neutral Arabic are shown in
fig 8.0 (including two possible more traditional variants for [z, 3/ [2] {[3], [3] {[dz],
but without some inferable, or less important, taxophones, as [¢, d]).

Also non-assimilated consonant sequences, more typical of slower or more care-
ful speech, will be shown in this chapter, although in (& 9 their normal patterns
will be shown.

fig 8.0. Table of neutral Arabic consonants.

3 2 3 5
= . v = ol R .
= 5 - < 5 &% 8% _ & e -
S = c® = s S s S o — : 2 E
-0 = o = < =3 o oy o o > > oy =) o —
N| m [m]]| [a] n [n] ]| [l [g] [w] [n]
K |[p] b td ¢d [k, g] kgl [l q ?
KS (dg)
X f 06 (8 h [f]
S sz s% §3 [l [vy §]
J j w s [h]R
R £ [#]
R KR
L (1] 1 &) [ [£]
Nasals

8.1. There are two nasal phonemes, /m, n/ [m, m, a, n, g, p, 1, 1, 8, N [p]
(which means that [n/ is assimilated to a following consonant, including before /s,
1/, while /m/ can only assimilate to a following [{/, becoming [m)]) — the prepalatal
[n], which is frequent in other languages, is included for comparison, not to be con-
tused with [q]).

A few examples, as usual in pre-pausal form: mumattal [mu'ma00al], tamzid [tam-
ziid, “dzixd], Sams [fams], Maryam ['mas-jam], Muhammad [muhammad], nimnim
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[nimnim], Zanb [zamb, '&-1, min bab [mimbab], ranf [Pamft], bint [biat], wins
['wigf], min maktab-i [mim'maktabi], min yawm [mipjaom], min Rima [migsuwma,
-n'¥], min Lima [millima, -nl-], dank [dank], canwah [San-wa, -ah], kang [kanq], min
giawah [minquiwa, -ah], ringida) [mqrdaz].

However, Koranic pronunciation tends to avoid assimilating /n/ to a following con-
sonant. So, in a forced and rather unnatural way, we would have: t[/dganb, minbazb,
min'maktabi, mmjaom, Panf, 'winf, 'dank; $an-wa, -af; kang; mm'quiwa, -ah].

fig 8.1. Arabic consonants: nasals.

D)
3D

2D
2l

Stops

8.2.1. Arabic has no ‘[p/” (Proto-Semitic /p/, in fact, became Arabic [f/), but on-
ly /b/, which however may be realized as [p] when followed by voiceless conso-
nants: bab [ba:b], laban [laban], habs [haps]. On the other hand, neutral Arabic
has no ‘/g/’ either, but has the [g, g] taxophones of /k/ before voiced obstruents:
nakbar [Pagbas].

However, Arabic has two voiceless stops in phonemic opposition, velar [k/ [k,
k] and uvular /q/ [q, q]. Some examples: kuskus [kuskus], miktaar [mikOa], malik
['malik], gadim [qa'dizm], pagdam [2aqde:m], siq ['suiql, pal-Qurpan [2atque?am]
(t[RotqueRam]), saggatah [saq'qoetah)] ([saqqota), -G1), gitt [qe], gimah ['qr-
ma, -ah].

Arguably, /q/ [q, q] enjoys great prestige, even among speakers who do not use
it, although very frequently it is replaced with other articulations (as will be seen
in § 8.7). Note: kalb [kalb] ‘dog’ and galb ['qalb] ‘heart’. As already the best an-
cient Arabic grammarians did, /q/ might certaingly be considered to be the natu-
ral (auditory-articulatory) result of /k/ with co-articulated uvularization %- labial-
ization, producing contoids like [k] (= [q], and [k, or [k] = [§], too).

Furthermore, we have the peculiar diphonic dental pairs /t, d/ [t, d] and /¢, d/
[¢, d] (uvularized). In mediatic pronunciation, [t/ and /k/ may be slightly ‘aspira-
ted’, when at the beginning of a stressed syllable (but we will mark it only here):
[kh, 'th] — [h] is weaker than [h], being a laryngeal semiapproximant.

Often, [t, d/ are denti-alveolar if final before a pause (but it is not necessary to use
[¢, d], unless one wants to be very precise: tadawul [ta'daxwul], sitay [(itar], hadd
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[had:], batatis [ba'toctss] (F[¢0r]), dart [dart] (([doss; 'dose]), dazir [dazrs, -dgre].

Although neutral Arabic has no [g], except for assimilation, this contoid occurs
in several modern ‘dialects’ as a variant of either /3/ or [q/ (that is to say, not both
in the same dialect). Therefore, it is natural that these isolated phonemes may cur-
rently be brought to normalization. So, they change their articulations, in order
to form a more homogeneous and coherent structural system.

Even the shift of /3/ to [3] (instead of the more Koranic —and ancient— [&]), or
to [g], is a part of this trend. Again, in Koranic pronunciation, [¢, d, q/ can cer-
tainly be labialized: [¢, d, ] (in fact, this peculiarity, which in several other lan-
guages may be felt to be uneducated or vulgar, is, on the contrary, perceived as bet-
ter and adapt for religious purposes: dart ['dos¢], galb ['Golb]).

fig 8.2. Arabic consonants: stops (including English [f, d], for comparison).

@ @ " @

8.2.2. Our last neutral Arabic stop phoneme is [?/ [?], the so-called ‘glottal stop’,
represented in written Arabic by the famous hamzah [hamza, -ah], an important
diacritic — technically, not a ‘letter’ of the Arabic alphabet on its own, but a ‘true
letter’ in our transliteration, with its capital shape, as well: », ?.

This phoneme may occur in every position, single or geminated, just like any
other consonant: pamin [2a'min], sapih ['saieth], may [mawR], zannay [zanna?],
raps [¥a?s], bady [bad?], sappal [sarrail].

In the examples above, [?/ has a semantic value, ie it is either part of the tri-
consonantal root from which the word derives, as is the case with »-m-n, z-n-), r--=,
b-d-», and s-p-/; or it is etymologically related to the root, as in sapih and map,
whose roots actually are s-w-% and m-w-h. There are also cases in which » corre-
sponds to an original y in the root and vice versa.

Unsurprisingly, the relatively unpredictable alternation between », w, &, and y
is one of the difficulties involved in looking up words in Arabic dictionaries, where
entries are not arranged alphabetically, but listed below their basic root.

Besides, Arabic phonotactics dictates that all phonic syllables begin with a con-
sonant, and when there is no consonantal onset, due to etymological or morpho-
logical reasons, [2/ is added to somehow ‘protect’ what otherwise would be a bare
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vowel (or diphthong): nab [?ab], ridanah [?idamna, -ah], umm [Puom:].

An interesting case is rupasa) [sura'sar], the plural form of rapis: the former
[?/ is clearly etymological, the root being r-)-s, while the latter is morphological,
as it belongs to the suffix -a) within the ‘broken plural’ pattern CuCaCa). But at
the same time, this final [?/ plays an important morpho-phonetic role, for it makes
it possible to attach case endings -u, -i, -a without producing the sequences -au, -ai,
-aa, which Arabic phonotactics does not admit as valid diphthongs.

Most typically, we found the ‘prosthetic [?/” before the article a/- in post-pausal
position, ie at the beginning of an utterance: pal-maktab [?al'maktab]; but pal-bay-
tu wa-l-maktab [2albaitu wal'maktab], not *wa-pal-maktab. (The apheresis of a,
[Val-]-[V]-], and of other initial short vowels will be explained below.)

The relative pronouns pallads [alladi], yallati [2allati] ('S 9.4.5 for their ‘ir-
regular’ stress pattern), palladina, &c, whose first syllable etymologically is the
definite article, exhibit the same behavior: maktab-1, pallads... [maktabi-- ralladi]
‘my office, which...” vs pal-maktabu lladi... [2almaktabul ladi-] ‘the office that...’.

Even the word ‘Allah’ behaves the same, though there is no consensus among
scholars, especially Arab academicians, as to whether the first syllable, with -/- cor-
responds to the definite article (f [talian Iddio [id'di-o], from Il dio, 1] Dio, il Dio,
literally “The [only] God’): Pallah [2atta:h)] (& pal-Llah [sic! with 3 [’s... the pow-
er of God!] & pal-Lah, pallah) vs li-Llah [Iilla:h)].

8.2.3. If all phonic syllables must begin with a consonant, on the other hand,
Arabic phonotactics does not tolerate more than one consonant in that position,
except rare cases of loanwords not yet adapted to Arabic phonology. Initial con-
sonant clusters are resolved in various ways, which nevertheless always involve a
short vowel: an epenthetic ‘echo vowel’ as in Tarabulus [¢asabulus] “Tripoli’; or,
more frequently, a prosthetic vowel.

When words with [*CC-] (ie with an initial consonant cluster) occur —in con-
nected speech— after a word ending in a vowel, it is not necessary to add the vow-
el (nor [?/), therefore the two words are linked.

If, instead, the preceding word ends in a consonant, then, the vowel is added,
but [2/ is not. The reader is referred to grammars, where this phenomenon (indi-
cated by a diacritic called waslah ['wasla; -ah]) is generally dealt with quite widely.

We can find this in connection with the article, certain verbal forms, the im-
perative and a dozen nouns. Among these, the most important are: pibn [?1bn, -bn,
-bin], nimrup [P1meu?], pism [P1sm, -sm, -stm], pitnani [210'na:ni]. Also note: rapay-
tu bn-1 [saaitob 'ni], babu l-bayt [babul bart].

8.2.4. The a of the definite article al- in fact is a prosthetic vowel, which in post-
-pausal position will —in turn— call for the prosthetic [?/ that we have examined
above. (Be noted that in modern ‘dialects’ and the corresponding regional accents
of ‘Standard Arabic’, the article normally begins with [E, 1] or some sort of ‘[5]’,
not necessarily ‘protected’ by [?].)

The fact remains that whichever vowel is prefixed, the only portion of the definite
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article that matters is --, or its assimilated variants when followed by ‘solar letters’.

If the preceding word already ends in a vowel —a thematic long vowel or a case
ending, for example— the consonant cluster will be directly connected to it in fluid
speech, and no supplementary prosthetic vowel will be needed anymore. That ex-
plains wa-l-maktab and similar cases: fi [-maktabi l-7adidi lladi fi-hi... [filmaktabil
jadi:dil]adififi] ‘in the new office where...” (lit. ‘in the office the new which in it...").

Many other words feature a prosthetic vowel that can be elided, one of the best
known being pism [P1sm, 1sm] ‘name’: while ‘the name’ regularly is pal-pism [ral-
P1sm] (two prosthetic vowels with two prosthetic [?/!), ‘what is your name?’ is ma
smu-ka? [ ¢masmuka-], instead. Hence the famous incipit: bi-smi Liahi r-rahimani
r-rahim [bismillahrs sah'ma:nre fahim-] ‘in the name of Allah the clement (and)
the merciful’.

The tendency to rely on the preceding word is so widespread that certain words
and morphological markers genuinely ending in a consonant will acquire a sup-
plementary vowel —in this case, a paragogic vowel- that will make the liaison pos-
sible even if the prosthetic vowel could theoretically serve for that purpose. For
example, min maktab-1 [mim'maktabi] ‘from my office’, but mina [-maktab
[minal'maktab] ‘from the office’; and Zalasat bint1 [zalasat binti, 'dz-] ‘my daugh-
ter sat down’, but Zalasati I-bint ‘the girl/daughter sat down’ [zalasatil biat, dz-],
which, by the way, implies a stress re-adjustment.

8.2.5. It is important to note that the palif signalling the presence of a pros-
thetic [?V-/ remains written —in the Arabic script— even if neither is pronounced,
in order to keep the word recognizable, but in that case, the palif should carry a
diacritic called waglah —from wasl ‘connection, liaison’— though this in practice is
rarely done. Our Romanization, instead, only spells out what is actually uttered.

Constrictives (or ‘fricatives’)
8.3. Among the phonemes belonging to this articulation manner, we find /f/
[£]: farid [fak¥id], ifsad [21f'sa:d]. The corresponding voiced phone [v] only occurs

as an assimilatory taxophone of /f/, as in lafz [lave, -v8], but not as an independ-

fig 8.3. Arabic consonants: constrictives (including the possible variants for [z, 3/ [3, tds; 2, £3]).
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ent phoneme. In loanwords adapted to the Arabic phonic inventory, foreign [v/
is generally changed to [f/: Fiktar [fik'tws] ‘Victor’, tilfizyan [tilfizljun] ‘televi-
sion’, fidiyi [i:diju] ‘video’, Fiyatnam [tiatna:m] ‘Vietnam’, F(a)ladimir [fe)ladi-
'mix¥] “Vladimir’; or to /w/, as in Baklawi [bahlawi] ‘Pahlevi’, a Persian loanword.

In addition, there are two diphonic pairs, which pose no problems, [0, J; s, z/
[0, 95 s, z]: talat [Bala:O], madir [madis], damm ['dam:], dars ['dass], zar [zax],
kanz [kanz].

However, there are two more diphonic pairs with variations that may pose
some phonemic dilemmas. They are [s, g/ [s] [#] (¢[8]) and [, 3/ [{] [3] (*[&]).

We prefer [z, 3] for their voiced members, as they are more modern and more
integrated in the phonemic system than their more Koranic variants [8, dz], which
are considered more prestigious (even by those who do not use them). But, since
they have a different place or manner of articulation, they would complicate the
phonemic system — not slightly, indeed.

However, they can be used — especially in a kind of pronunciation which aims
more at a traditional than at an international accent: sursur, -ir ['sussvs, suf'sus],
rakkis [sakus], and mahiziiz [mah'zug, -0u:8), zamip [zaxmr?, 18-].

Also: pishad [21fhad], pasyay [2afjar], musawwas [mufawwal, -auwafl, pasadd
[Ra'fad:], rassas [alfaf], passams [2al{ams], Zamil [za'mil, da-], pagmag [Pazmas,
ads], taz [teaz, -dz].

In the pharyngeal place of articulation, we find the voiceless constrictive [h/ [h]
(currently, the ‘corresponding’ voiced sound, the famous (ayin, is considered to be
constrictive, as well, but in neutral pronunciation, it is clearly an approximant, /%/
[$], as we will see below, § 8.4.2).

Examples: ubbiyy [hobbij:], mahtiam [mah'tam], muhaddir [muhaddse], fa-
rih ['fasth], fahhas [fahhaf].

Arabic also has a diphonic pair of uvular constrictive trills, [k, r] (as will be
seen). Phonemically they might be represented with the official symbols /x, ©/, but
it will be more appropriate and convenient to use the same symbols (for the two

levels): [k, R/ [k, RI-

Approximants

8.4.1. Let us first consider the least peculiar ones (although there are rather free
occurrences). Thus: [j, w/ [j, w], even realized as [i, u], for /Cj’, Cw"[ (and, possi-
bly, for [*jC, *wC/, in colloquial variants, as no doubt in the different dialects) and
[VijV, VwwV/ [ij, §j; uw, tww], but [ijj", uww?/ [1j:, vwz].

Some examples: yawir [jazwie], wasiyyah [wa'sijja, -ab; -uj-], wusial [wo'suil],
sayyid ['sajjid, ‘saijid], nawwam [naw'wea:m, nau'w-], nayy ['naj;, 'naj;, 'naj;, 'naj],
manhiyy [man'fj, -Aijz, “Axjs ij:, “Arjz, “Aujs -hii], pabw [Rabw, -bw, -b§, -bu] (¢
nabu [Pabu] [Pabu:/). The Koranic pronunciation prefers [-jj-, -ww-], as in the cas-
es seen above.

A note about the very common ending -iyyah: we shall present [-1jja, -ah] as
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typical in our transcriptions, but again, [-i-] is fine as well, and even well-educated
speakers might go as far as [i()a] in fast, colloquial or mediatic pronunciation.
Something like [-i()ah] would be theoretically possible, too, but quite inconsis-
tent with the un-colloquial, conservative [-ah].

Let us also consider these further examples, which show us the differences be-
tween modern pronunciation and traditional Koranic pronunciation.

In principle, they coincide even with the most important cases where, even in
colloquial accents and dialects, [ai, au/ do not change into monophthongs ([E:, oz]).

This happens when they are in absolute final position, and when in front of /],
w/ or after [i:, u:/, respectively, or when final, after a consonant.

The following examples show this: kay [kai] #[kai, kaj, kaj] ({ kayy [kaij]
tkaj:, kaj;, kajl), layyan [laijan] {[lajjan, lajjan, lajjan], cumy [Somi] {[Somjp,
Somp?, Somj?], law [lau] {[laws, lawe, lage], dawwar [[dauwas] ¢['dauw-, daww-],
cadiwah [$adwwa, -ah] {[-wwy-, -w§-], sahw ['sahu] {[sahws, sahwe, 'sah§?], rafw
[Safu] ?[Safw, Safw, Safy, 'Safu]. Let us also consider: yafarw [Paffasw, -as§, -asu].

fig 8.4.1. Arabic consonants: central approxzmants (& some possible stronger variants: semi-
constrictive and constrictive) [j, w/ [j, i, s w> w> §
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8.4.2. As we said above (§ 8.3), the Arabic phoneme /$/ [$] is an approximant
(and generally, in mediatic pronunciation, it is laryngealized as well, [§], which is
fairly easy to detect by its lower intrinsic tonality and creaky voice).

But plain [§] is sufficient for a good (and neutral) pronunciation, provided it
does not become a simple vowel like [a, a], although short, non-syllabic, [4, 3]
might be acceptable (corresponding to creaky-voiced full vocoids [4, ] in medi-
atic accents and ‘dialects’).

fig 8.4.2. Arabic consonants: the voiced pharyngeal approximant [$] (not a constrictive!) and
its interplay in contact with different vocoids.
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Examples: ¢ayn [Sain], ¢ala [Sala], magi [maS$i], maga ['ma$al, bacda [basda],
bictu [biStul, na¢nag, -nag ['na$na$, naSnasl, fagaliyyah [faSsalijja; -ahl, sal¢
[sal$], mag ['ma§], rub¢ ['vubs].

As a useful device for reflection and comparison, fig 8.4.2 shows the orograms
of [§] and the vocoids it can be in contact with. In these sequences, it is important
not to think that some full vocoidal phones can somehow compensate for the oc-
currence of a real [§] (as seen above).

It is occasionally possible to hear some peculiar regional —non-neutral- variants,
as a laryngealized stop, [$], or else a pharyngealized laryngeal contoid, [7], eg: [na$-
na$, nas'nas, 'napna?, napnazp].

Let us also have a look at fig 12.3.0, in order to familiarize with the coarticula-
tory mechanism of many further contoids, which we can certainly happen to hear,
especially in mediatic ( & 12) or in ‘regionational’ ( & 13) pronunciations.

8.4.3. Our last Arabic approximant phoneme is a true laryngeal phone, /f/ [h,
h], and has a very free occurrence (f fig 8.4.3). The lenis voiced [f] is the variant
that we shall present as most typical in our transcriptions, for both simplicity and
consistency; furthermore, [A] is a better choice for non-native learners to keep /f/
distinct from [h/. Our readers, however, must be aware that [/ may switch to the
lenis voiceless [h] when near a pause or a voiceless consonant, or when geminate.

Examples: pittizah [2ittigazh, -h; -ds-], muhtar [mohtas, -h-], hadihi ['ha:0ihi,
h-], mahbil [mahbul], rinkizam [2inhiza:m], hafnaf [hafnaf, h-], hiya ['Rija, h-],
karh [kash, -h], bih [bih, -h], gahwah ['qah-wal, wahhaz [wah'ha:z, -hh-; -dz].

As many examples have shown so far, our Romanization represents tay marbiitah
simply as 4, since the cases in which there might be confusion with 7 are negligible.
So we simply write pal-madinah [Palmadina, -af], if the word is to be pronounced
as such; but non-pre-pausal forms would restore the etymological -+-: nal-madinatu
[Palma'dimnatu], madinat-i [madimati], madinatu-hu [madinatufu], and so on.

fig 8.4.3. Arabic consonants: the laryngeal voiced approximant /fi/ [f] (not a constrictive!) and

its voicelss taxophone [h].

8.4.4. Besides, before diacritical dots were added to the basic ‘skeleton’ of ear-
ly Arabic orthography (rasm), there was no visible difference between a ‘real’, ety-
mological £3) and a hap used as the pre-pausal variant of the (mostly feminine)
marker -#-, so a sequence like m-k-t-b-h would legitimately stand for maktabu-hu
[mak'tabuiu] ‘his office’ and maktabah 'maktaba, -ah] ‘alibrary’ alike (to men-
tion only one of the translations possible for each word).

Context and good command of the grammar will help to sort out most doubts.
Plus, Latin-alphabet transliterations will usually spell out all vowels, another potent
means of disambiguation, as the couplet maktabu-hu : maktabah clearly demonstrates.
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At the end of the day, our Romanization simply reflects how words are to be
articulated in a certain context, so we shall spell yal-madinah if pronounced [2al-
ma'dimna, -ah] in isolation (post-pausal pal- and pre-pausal -ak), but pal-madinatu
[Palma'dimaitu] if one wants to articulate the entire word, which may well sound
too affected but certainly is not at all wrong.

8.4.5. If a more precise transliteration for tay marbiitah were really requested,
something like a hyphenated -4 (eg pal-madina-h) would do fine without having to
resort to yet another special glyph.

Be noted that -a/% is pronounced [a, af] primarily, but [ah), a(h)] if preceded
by any consonant which is capable of modifying timbres. It is to be noted that a
realization with [f] represents a very careful, Koranic pronunciation, while the
normal realization of -ah” is [a]: hazzah ‘movement’ [hazza, -ah] but: hazza ‘(he)
shook’ is only ['hazza].

Thus, in sentences, any -ah (ta) marbitah), not followed by a pause, is [a]: mus-
kilah mikanikiyyah fi sayyarat-i ['molkila mikanrkijja fisajjaeati]. When actually
followed by a pause, it is [a]: muskilah ['mufkilal].

Finally, as a useful device for reflection and comparison, fig 8.4.2 shows the oro-
grams of [¢] and the vocoids it can be in contact with. In these sequences, it is im-
portant not to think that some vocoidal phones can somehow compensate for the
non-occurrence of a real [$].

Trills

8.5.1. Arabic 7 is typically realized as an apical voiced wvularized trill, [¢], in
stressed syllables, and generally as a tap, [¢], in unstressed syllables (f fig 8.5). In me-
diatic pronunciation, it can also be more simply velarized: [, £], on the other hand,
together with further more co-articules (ie ‘emphatic’ coarticulations, o § 1.3.5),
such as true (pre)pharyngealization, [g, 1; 1, £], more suitable in Koranic recitation.
Accordingly, we have chosen to phonemicize this Arabic rhotic as [¢/, rather than
simply [/, or [¢].

However, it is important to stress that [¢/ does not belong to the co-articule
group, and in fact, ancient Arab grammarians and elocution masters would clear-
ly advise against articulating  with too much tafkim ‘heaviness, thickness’, the as-
tonishing traditional term meaning ‘(consonantal) emphasis’, ie simply mainly uvu-
lar coarticulation.

On the contrary, it is quite common that any coarticulation disappears when
[/ comes in contact with [i(), 1] and no timbre-changing consonant is present: rim

fig 8.5. Arabic consonants: rills.




76 Arabic Pronunciation & Accents

[rizm], birr [bir:], but rig [¥1:ql, girr [que]. It is also possible to hear the alveolar
approximant [¢], mainly for final 7, but this pronunciation is more mediatic and
not recommendable. In addition, especially in contact with /i, i/, instead of [s, ],
we can certainly also find [, r], or a semivelarized version, [, £] (f fig 12.7), which
can occur even in other contexts, including with /a:;, a; uz, u/.

8.5.2. For simplicity and consistency, we shall stick to [¢, £] everywhere: ribg
[v1pql, marbig [masbuws], marih ['masth], mirrih [mugsith], mirah [misah], fur-
fur, -ir [fosfos, fosfus].

As seen, the vowel quality of /a@)/ in contact with [¢/ cannot be any fronter than
[a@]. That is why many Arabic speakers have little trouble distinguishing the typ-
ical American realizations of [, ©/, [, o], in a couplet like Sam # sum, which they
may easily re-interprete as ‘sam’ ['sam] and ‘sam’ ['sam]. More problematic would
be the distinction between ram and rum, which would be likely merged into [¥am],
since neutral Arabic taxophonics would not allow [vam] for ram.

8.5.3. As already said, Arabic has a diphonic pair of uvular constrictive trills, [k,
R/ [k, Rl (f ig 8.5): baksis [bak'(if], kawk [kavk], fakkari [tax'kasi], gadan ['ra-
dan], sagir [sa'rix], balig [be:lir], masgil [maz'rul] ”[-{r-], tawageul [ta'wargol].

Let us notice that these two uvular consonants have a lesser effect on the ‘color’
of adjacent vowels than [q/ (uvular stop) or [¢, d, s, 2/ (which are uvularized), while
[¢/ (which is uvularized, too) affects only [a, a;f (as seen in § 6.2).

Laterals

8.6. There is one lateral phoneme in Arabic, [/ [1] and [[, [, ], 1] (the last taxo-
phone occurs in contact with /¢, d, s, 2, q/; it also occurs as a phonostyleme (ie a
kind of stylistic phoneme), too, in the word Pallah [?attazh)] ‘Allah’ (with [-6/ be-
ing frequently dropped), even when used in connected speech and compound
words: in Sapa Liah [21gfa: 2atta:h)] ‘if God will’, nayatu Liah [Rajatot taxh), pa-
jatottaxy] (and frequently [?ajatutta:f] as a compound word) ‘sign of God, aya-
tollah’, Sabdullah [$abdulta:h)] ‘Abdullah, Abdallah’.

That is not the case with -i Llah [-illa:h)[ sequences: bi-smi Liah [brsmilla:f)]
‘in the name of God’, pal-hamdu li-Llah [2alhamdu hilla:h)] ‘praise to God’.

For coarticulation, [[] is followed by [{, 3/&], [1], by [j1, [I] by /t, d; s, z; 6, 9/:

fig 8.6. Arabic consonants: laterals (and []] for comparison).
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mutalapliy [mutalarli?], talbis [tal'bis], layl [lail], alZ [0alz, -d&], malyan [mal-

jeun], zallagah [zalla:qa)], talgih [talquh]. For the typical complete assimilation
of /1) in the article pal,  § 9.1.1.

8.7. Let us concentrate, now, on some differences regarding the shape of the tongue
in the production of some dental consonants, as shown in fig 8.7.

fig 8.7. Comparison between grooved, semigrooved and ungrooved (or slit) dental consonants.
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9.
Arabic

structures

Taxophonics

9.0. In this chapter, we will deal with assimilation, quantity, and some typical
reductions of colloquial speech, still within neutral pronunciation (although with
some geographical variants).

Assimilation of the definite article

9.1.1. The consonantal coda of the definite article (pa)/- [@a)l"C/ undergoes full
assimilation, [(?a)C*C], when followed by any of the so-called ‘solar consonants’,
nal-hurifu s-Samsiyyah [Ralhvrudof (am'sijja; -ah]: [t, d; ¢, d; 0, 9,8, 2, (, 35 s, 25 n,
£, 1/ (we have to include [3/, in modern pronunciation — see below). Arguably, 1/
does not trigger any real assimilation, being just a mere taxophonic juxtapositon.

The term Samsiyy ‘solar’, although frequently passed for something philosoph-
ical or poetic, is simply a practical (but highly disputable) classification expedient,
since the Arabic word for ‘sun’ triggers assimilation: yasfams [2affams]. However,
its antonym, ‘moon’, does not: pal-gamar [2alqamas]; and that is why all other
consonants are traditionally called ‘lunar letters’ (paliurifu l-qamariyyah [ralho-
ruful qama'eijja; -ah]).

The assimilation is mandatory and knows no exception. The official orthogra-
phy always spells out the lam of the article even if assimilation occurs. However,
we have decided not to do so in our transliterations and transcriptions, according
to the general principle of phonemic realism that our Romanization scheme in-
tends to follow.

Examples: nat-tazir, nad-dars, nat-talib, ad-dayf, rat-tamar, pad-dahab, as-siq,
naz-zawz, nas-sabab, paz-zamal (see below), nas-sabiin, naz-zuhr, ran-nir, par-razul
[Pat'ta:zre, ad'dass, Pattalib, 2ad'daif, pa@Bamas, 2ad'dahab, rassuq, Pazzauvs,
rafflabeab, razzamal, 2assabumn, Pagzufis, Pan'nu, Pasrazul].

9.1.2. Conservative speakers and scholars will consider it improper to apply
this assimilation mechanism to Zim [3/, based on particular considerations that
might certainly be historically sound, but do not take into account the phonemic
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situation of the language as it is spoken today.

In fact, the assimilation of the article became a basic feature of Arabic phonology
in very remote times, when the pronunciation of Zim was rather closer to [g] (as in
today’s typical Egyptian pronunciation), or [gj] (as a southern Egyptian variant),
than to [ds, 3].

Consequently, just like modern /-lk-, -1q-/, the ancestral /-1g-/ remained unas-
similated. That explains the inconsistent behavior of speakers with such minimal
pairs as passamal vs paz-Zamal, that many realize as [Palza'ma:l], the sole supposed-
ly ‘correct’ form, by virtue of which the so widespread and legitimate realization
[Pazza'ma:l] should be... rejected.

9.1.3. However, [Pazza'ma:l] is exactly what a large number of educated and
proficient speakers of Modern Standard Arabic perceive as the most natural articu-
lation, the one that suits best their instinctive propensity for an internally consis-
tent language.

In alogical —and phonological—- way, serious publications (free from traditional
‘grammatical’ bias in a strictly phonic matter) certainly give [-33-] as perfectly le-
gitimate, more than [-dzds-] or mediatic [-gg-] (thus, with the not recommendable
addition of f[padgdza'mea:l], and ”[pagga'mal]).

In fact, structurally, [3/ perfectly corresponds to /(. And it seems rather odd hav-
ing to defend its rightful nature (in spite of traditional outdated beliefs), because
this mechanism is so deeply rooted in the instinctive linguistic feeling of native
speakers.

This certainly consolidates the correctness of our choice to posit [3/ rather than
|3/ as the more convenient structural phoneme, forming a diphonic pair with /{/.
By the same token, we have preferred a more realistic Romanization paz%... in-
stead of pal-z...

9.1.4. Here are some examples with their full transcriptions (not to forget that
this substantially is a phonetics book):

nas-fams [2alf{ams], par-raqs [Pasraqs] t[-‘raqs], pat-tutun [Rattuton], paz-za-lal
[Pazzalal], ad-dig [rad'drq], pazZamal [Pazzamal] (and ¢[?a]dka-], ”[rads'da-,
paliga-; Pag'ga-]); but, of course: pal-bafir [2albahg, -ahsl, ral-kusk [2alkolk], ral-wa-
lad [?al'walad].

Other assimilation phenomena

9.1.5. In fluid neutral speech (but not in mediatic accents), voice assimilation is
quite common, with voiced obstruents becoming voiceless, before voiceless conso-
nants, and vice versa: piZtamaga [21{'tamasal, pasdaq [?azdaq].

Other cases of assimilation involving place % manner of articulation are possi-
ble, as we will show below, according to the ‘strength’ criterion that we will see in

§9.1.9-15.
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However, we must say, various publications do not always agree on a single
‘strength criterion’. For example, let us re-examine piZtamaca [2iftamaSa], form v
of the verb Zamaga ['gama$a]: the ‘stronger’ phone apparently is the [t] of the -za-
infix, which devoices Z. However, the following form-viir verbs show a different
behavior —frequently, reciprocal assimilation— which is even recorded by the official

orthography: nizdana [1zdemal, niddaca [?1ddaSal, piddakara [21d'dakasal.

9.1.6. And, likewise, with co-articules (ie ‘emphatic’ consonants): nistabara [Prs'ta-
basa], nidtaraba [Px¢'tabasal, pittalama [Px¢'talamal, pittalaga [Pr¢'¢alasal.

9.1.7. Another kind of assimilation that is usually recommended in neutral pro-
nunciation, though not indicated by the official spelling, is the full assimilation of
/d, 3; ¢, &, #/ to the [t/ that is present in the perfective terminations -tu, -ta, -i,
-tuma, -tum, and -tunna; for example, waZadtu and pakadta should be rendered as
[wa'zattu, Pa'katta].

However, as the recordings enclosed with language courses prove, such assim-
ilation is not always automatic with /3, %/, which —being constrictives— are easier
to be kept distinct from the following dental stop /t/; and in the case of /¢t, dt/, a
compromise like [¢¢] is possible, instead of [tt] (see below).

There are also assimilation phenomena that are mainly dictated by Koranic re-
citation practices, such as in the case of the indefinite case endings -un, -in, -an fol-
lowed by a word starting with /1, m, ¢/: [n”l, n"m, n"¢/ > [I"l, m"m, ¢"¢/. Other cas-
es of assimilation occur in normal speech, instead, but are somehow more extreme
and less obvious to categorize, eq gad samiga [qassamu§al, lam yurid Saypan [lam
jusi (aivan], pibat dalika [21bSad dailikal, pihfaz Zaraka [?rhiaz ‘zacakal.

Frankly, it seems disputable whether foreign learners should really memorize
all the possible combinations and employ them in daily conversation, when even
native speakers are never consistent in doing so. On the other hand, one should
be aware that neutral Arabic words may be subject to more or less pervasive as-
similation, and non-native speakers should be able to deal with that to improve
their listening skills.

9.1.8. As far as active use of the language is concerned, we believe that the best
advice we can put forward is: always apply assimilation to the article, where re-
quired by current use (more than by ancient rules), not only in those cases that are
explicitly recorded in writing, but also, as said in § 9.1.9-12, in spite of different
possible behavior in neutral, mediatic, and traditional accents — including prag-
matic usages (as shown there).

Outline of current assimilation types

9.1.9. Phonation type: the first obstruent assimilates to the second obstruent of
whichever kind (but not to approximants, [j, w; $; f/, nor to sonants, [m, n; 1; €/,
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where we have: [CC] (but /Ch/ > [Ch], as shown below), and [CC”, CC"]). In addi-
tion, let us also consider the follovvlng ‘stylistic’ differences.
Obstruents + obstruents: [CC/ » [CC], [CC] (careful), [CC] (slow & mediatic),
obstruents + obstruents: /CC/ » [CC], [CC] (careful), [CC] (slow & mediatic).
Some contexts (and variants)
/dt/ m[dd], [sr/ » m[sr], [s§] - [sS], [sR] > [2r] 7[sR], [s§] - [sS]
5 (0 TR 5150~ )l i o] = s 0 G

9.1.10. Place/manner of articulation (for [n, 1/): the first element assimilates to
the second. /nC/ > [n:C] (homorganic nasals in 7, but seminasals in 2, and non-ho-
morganic in 9).

Some contexts (and variants)

[nj/ > [pj] m[]aj] q[nj], /nw/ > [gw] m[gw] 9[nw], /nl/ 1] 7[nl] 9[nl, 11],

[ng] > [eg] ™ ] [ns, €], [nt/ > [at] ™[at], [nd] > m[gd],

[In/ > [nn] ”[[n] 9[In, nn], [1¢/ > [e¢] 7[}¢] 9[ls, f{-‘]

9.1.11. Place|manner of articulation (for coronals): the simpler element (/t, d;
0, 35 s, z; |, 3/) assimilates to the more complex (/¢, d; s, #/), or, in some cases, to
the second one.

Some contexts (and variants):

[t€, d€; s€, 7€/ » [¢€, dC; s€, 2€], [€t, €d; Cs, €z » [€¢, €d; s, Cg]

[te] > [tt], [td] > [dd], [¢t] > [s¢], [dt] > [&¢], [tz] > [dz] ™[zz], [te] > [dz

[ts] - /tS/ [d3], [kz| - [gz], [s§, sf/ - [§f] ™[ss, ], [s€] - [s€

SS S SSS [ss, SS /35/ > [ss], [38] > [ss], [32] - [zz], [2E] > [2€

[s] > [ss], [{s/ >

9.1.12. Place[manner of articulation (for back consonants): the simpler element
(/8/ [, h]) can assimilate to the more compex (/h; % g; , R/), or, in some cases,
to the first one.

Some contexts (and variants)

[kq/ - [kk], /qk/ - kk qq [xh/ > [kKl, [RA/ - [RA] 7[RR, kK]
/sh, iﬁ hs, hih, R, ﬁi/

9.1.13. Here are some of the most frequent combinations, for practice: ribhin
I1 ['exphil li:], mubtallun [mup'tallon], habsun [hapson], pabga [Papqal, pitbat
[210beaut], mugtamas 'muftamat], mahbib [mahbub], mahziz [maheuz], makzan
['marzan], madkal ['matgal], maszid ['mazzid] (['mazdgid]), and:

masgil [mazrul] ™[{r-], pasga [Razral, magbil [macbul], pazfara [Rastasal,
magsis [mag{udl], pagfala [Paxtalal, tabtagidu [tap'taSidul, tusbihu [tuzbrhu],
nakbar [2agbas] ™[-gb-], nagdan ['nacdan] [-gd-].

Others: tapbin [ta?bin], maptiar [ma?Ows], biprun [bison], mitras [mitras],
matqiab [matsub], ratlafa [Patlafa], ratgal [aBqal], patna [*abnal, mazrih [masz-
voth], maZnin [maznwn], tahsin [tah'sin], maktiam [mag'tum], and:
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makfa ['magfal, madrasah 'mad-sasa; -ah], radla [?ad-la], mazba#h ['magbah],
mazgir [magsos], muznib ['mugnib], martabah ['mastaba; -af], girdun [\qeedon],
maryam ['mas-jam], mazriq [mazsos], muzmin 'mozmin], tazhu [tazhu].

9.1.14. Others: musri¢ ['muse1s], miswak [miswek], masta [ma(ta], maswi [maf-
wil, misbah [migba:h], masra¢ 'massa$], padzaga [Radzasal, padafa [2adsafal,
madwi [mad-wi], magtal [maqtal], matbik [matbuwk], matgin [matsun], or:

natyab [Rat-jabl, razlama [aglamal, maznin [magnuwn], fursa [fossal, pardun
[Pasdun], kurtin [gostwn], malhiz [malhow], ralsaga ['atsaqal, tal¢a [¢al$al,
magzian [ma¥zwn], magrif [maSswt], pagmal [Pas'ma:l], pagla [Pap-la], and:

miftah [muiftah], pafraza [Rat-sazal, mafkik [matkuk], mawdi¢ ['maudss], maw-
kib ['maukib], magha [maqhal, maktab ['maktab], maksiar [mak'sws], makwa
['mak-wal, malpan [mal?e:n], malyian [mal?un], palyan [?al-jan].

Further: pamtica [Pamtigal, pamtara [Pamsagal, pimkan [Pimkeam], pintafaca [P1o-
tafa%al, pinmay [Pim'mar?], pingakafa [PinSakafal, pihtamma [Pthtammal, mahmiin
[mah'mumn], nahwa [Pah-wal, pawhama [Pauhama], and:

yaypasu [jaivasul, payqana [Paiqanal, paynama [Painamal, pahlan [?ahlan], nah-
nu [nahnu], wa-Llah! [walta:h)], tagtaga [taqéaqal, caggaga [Saqsaqal, mukk
['muk:], figh [fxqh].

9.1.15. In addition: sifr ['s$, -f¢], naml ['naml, -ml], mahma [mab'mea:], mawz
['maws], sizn ['s13n, -3n], fahrastu-hu [tahsastuhul], pin Sapa Ligh [Pipfataltah] (col-
loquially, [Pipfatta:f], nugawimu [oqawimul, luzzatu-ha [lugzatuhal, ratrugu [Pas
fuqu), and:

nimam [Pimem], yamsT [jamlil, laniq [lathaq], lagib [lasib], tisca [tistal, sabgin
[sab'$wn], %izb [hizb, -b2], kubz [kubz, 2], hiya ['hia] ['hija], Sariyyah [su'tijja;
-ah], rawwal [Pauwal, -ww-], huwa [fua] {[huwal, hallag [haltaq].

Also: paghadu [?ahhadul, pirZi¢, habib-i [wzith (habibij], piftah caynay-ka [Piftah
hainaikal, piftah hadiyyata-ka [iftah hadijjataka].

Vowel and consonant quantity

9.2.1. In Arabic, the quantity of both vowels and consonants is distinctive. In our
phonemic transcription and transliteration, the consonant quantity is shown by gemi-
nation: [CC[, CC. In phonetic transcription, the same notation [CC] is fully appropri-
ate between vowels, for it helps to parse phono-syllables correctly: passattu [affattv].

In fact, one should expect a slight, but perceptible, difference between stressed
and unstressed syllables, at least in a tune, such as [?affattu, -+¢], but that is not re-
ally necessary except in very precise, ‘hyper-phonetic’ transcriptions, describing very
careful speech. Elsewhere, it is better to resort to simple lengthening, [C:]: pas-satt
[?aff{a&”]. However, that really applies only to words in pure pre-pausal form, which
is the exception, not the rule, in Arabic.

Unless we want to point out that a certain word was pronounced that way in a
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specific recording, or must be pronounced that way for whatever reason, it will be
more convenient to stick to ‘[CC]’ everywhere. In this way, we can safely transcribe
carabiyy as [$asabijj], implying that [-1jj-] is the basis for [Pal¢asabijju, $asabijjatan,
Sasrabijjun(a)] &c — plus, of course, [$asabiji, -ij:] and even [$asabiz], as we have seen
previously ('§ 8.4.1).

Vowel length is represented the same way in both phonemic and phonetic tran-
scriptions: ‘[Vif [Vi]’. Again, it is predictable that in a protune, [V:] may reduce to [V']
(or even lose its lengthening at all, [V], in very fast speech). As said before (' $ 6.2),
unstressed long vowels are [V'] only in very formal % Koranic pronunciation, other-
wise they are generally shortened to [V], but usually keeping their timbres.

9.2.2. In very collogquial speech, unstressed /i, u/ tend to reduce to some sort of
[o]-like vocoid (f fig 6.7), or to drop entirely, provided this does not lead to the
formation of a three-consonant cluster: kitab [kitab, kottazb; ktarb]; o nal-kitab [al-
kita:b, palke'ta:b], but not *[Palk'ta:b].

On the other hand, again in non-formal Arabic, terminations are often dropped
even in connected speech. In that case, two word-final consonants may happen to
be followed by a word-initial consonant; and since three-consonant cluster are not
allowed, a short vowel is inserted: generally, [i/ or the colloquial [5].

Furthermore, long vowels tend to shorten a little in stressed checked syllables
(but less than in unstressed syllables): nas-sizg* [2as'su:qu, 2as'suq”].

Reduction or elision of morphological markers

9.3.1. The ‘codified” reduction or loss of case endings, verbal terminations, and
other morphological markers has occurred in neutral Arabic since pre-Islamic times,
and it still is scrupolously applied in reciting religious texts, and above all, poetry.

Koranic orthography itself, from which modern orthography derives, is based on
the principle that words should be spelt out in their pre-pausal form, riskily leaving
the reader the task of adding the required terminations when reading aloud.

That means that, in theory, one may pronounce all word-final morphological
markers in every instance: it is zot a mistake! Nonetheless, such practice is neither
requested nor encouraged when aiming at the best possible pronunciation.

As said, all of that was and is ‘codified’ according to a complex of morpho-syntactic
rules rather than phonology and phonetics per se, and therefore, our readers are advised
to consult their grammar handbooks and teachers for a detailed account of those rules.

9.3.2. In modern, colloquial pronunciation, things are rather different: the more
colloquial/informal the register is, the more frequent reductions and elisions will
be. Very often, that is not due to any ‘codified’ pattern, but rather to the understand-
able difficulties that contemporary Arabic speakers themselves encounter in dealing
with incredibly and absurdly complex grammar rules.

As a matter of fact, those rules have already been considerably simplified, follow-
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ing some of the current behavior found in the modern ‘dialects’.

There is even a ‘modernist’ trend that considers such simplified, ‘de-inflected’
version of Arabic as the sole credible compromise between the written-only literary
language and the spoken-only ‘dialects’.

We would be the first to welcome the adoption of a less heavily inflected lingua
franca as the new official ‘standard’ Arabic, since pronunciation, too, would become
much easier to teach and learn (to say nothing about its own rightful ‘dignity’).

Unfortunately, such option has proven unfeasible so far: first and foremost, due
to the puristic conservatorism that associates neutral Arabic with Islam; but also be-
cause of some structural constraints of the language itself, which make people consid-
er final markers still relevant in too many cases.

Therefore, against our own propensity for consistency and predictability (and
simplification, as well), we should be forced to recommend our readers to do their
best to speak Arabic with all required inflections.

9.3.3. Thus, whenever a doubt arises, it may be wise to introduce a short pause
so that pre-pausal uninflected forms can (legitimately) be used; but remember: this
‘trick’ should be used only as extrema ratio and never within sequences that logical-
ly should be pronounced as a whole, such as ral-madinatu l-kabirah [palmadinaitol
kabi:ra(h)] (noun + adjective), bintu z-Zar [biatuz ga, -[ '3-] (status constructus),
dakala l-walad [dakalal ‘walad] (verb + subject), wazadtu-hu (verb + object suffix; note
also: [wazattuul), f7 Hundug [filfonduq] (preposition + noun).

Verbs and pronouns are more likely to maintain their endings, which often have
distinctive and pragmatic values.

Some of the following examples have legitimate colloquial variants with dropped
vowels: hada kitab [hada kitab, hadak 'ta:b], palibru tayyib [2alhib-su ‘taijib,
hgajjibl, katabtu bi-hi [ka'taptubihi, ktaptubhil, kana fi [-bayt [kana hilbart], ra-
naytu l-bayt [saRaitol bart].

9.3.4. As far as ‘pre-pausal forms’ are concerned, let us see some illustrative ex-
amples, keeping in mind that this is an ‘orthological’ phenomenon that people use
to pronounce words iz tunes, including preceding words, semantically and syntac-
tically linked (to the exclusion of grammemes).

This category includes final short vowels (with or without indefinite suffixes -uz,
-in, -an): kataba [kataba, katab], yaktubu [jaktubu, jaktubl, lipan yaktuba [1ivan jak-
tuba, jaktub], ff madarisa [fimadasisa, -s1s], f7 baytin [fibaitin, -bart]; baytun [bai-
ton, bart], mundu zamanin wazizin ['muadu zZamaniy wea'zizan)).

As seen, ‘nunated’ endings -un, -in can be completely elided in pre-pausal form,
while accusative indefinite (and adverbial) ending -az is supposed to become [a:/ [-a],
at least in traditional pronunciation: pa¢tahu (isrina dinara [2a$ta:ho $ifsina dinar
fa"] — dinara actually being the pre-pausal form of dinaran, accusative singular in-
definite of dinar. Worth noticing are reduplicated adverbs such as katiran katira
[ka'Oi:ean ka'Oizea”].

However, luckily, this rule is increasingly perceived as too conservative, and in
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everyday speech, one may encounter full preservation of -an or systematic reduc-
tion to -a everywhere, depending on the speakers’ degree of cultural and linguis-
tic proficiency, as well as on their dialectal habits.

Full elision is uncommon, because unlike -un, -in, which can only be indicat-
ed in Arabic spelling by means of diacritics or are left unmarked, the presence of
-an is signaled by a final »alif, whose orthographic conspicuousness is a potent ‘re-
minder’ to the speakers, at least when they are forced to read aloud written texts.

9.3.5. Nothing more is to be said about tap marbiitah except for its behavior
when preceded not by the usual [a/, but by [ai/, ie -a¢ plus the appropriate case end-
ings. Many Arabic speakers are inconsistent in their pre-pausal form rendition, and
in fact, the theoretical -a% [‘a:(h)/ is much less common than what is really heard
more often, ie -gt, eq hayat [haja:t] ‘life’, zakat [zaka:t] ‘ritual alms’.

There are but a handful of such instances, and their rarity probably is the main
reason why that habit has lastly prevailed over the rule. It is also possible that some
sort of analogy with the homophonic plural ending -4#, and the presence of stress
(unlike unstressed -a%), may have played a role, too, in influencing native speak-
ers’ preferences.

9.3.6. In addition, colloquially, very often [?/ is not maintained when it occurs
within words or at the end of words. So, it is dropped or changed into [j, w/, or
else it may lengthen a possible preceding vowel: mipah ['mi?a, -af, 'mi-, 'mij-, 'mii-],
yapkudu [jargudu, jagudu, jagu-], raps [¥ads, sas], sama) [sa'ma:, sa'me:].

When two hamza’s occur in contiguous syllables, the first one is certainly main-
tained: Zapa paZalu-hum [zara @azalubom, -@)azalhom].

In /Cj, Cw, Cg, Cl/ sequences (and, more logically, /Cm, Cn/), the Arabic syllab-
ification is heterosyllabic, [Cj, Chw, Cr, Cfl/: mitras [mit'sas], ratlafa [Ratlafa],
madrasah ['mad-sasa; -ah], padla [Pad-la], Maryam ['mas-jam], musri¢ [mus-e15],
miswak [miswek], maswi ['maf-wi], rafraza [Paf-razal, makwa [mak-wal, palyan
[Pak-jan], yahwa [Pah-wa].

9.3.7. In final position, after consonants, the sonants (/m, n, ¢, 1/) may be real-
ized in different ways, according to how accurately one speaks. From a phonemic
point of view, they are just consonants, but —phonetically— they may be normally
voiced (or devoiced, mainly in front of a voiceless consonant), or intense (‘syllab-
ic’), or even with a short epenthetic vowel (like [1, ], [1, #] — colloquially or mediat-
ically also [5, ], as even voiced obstruents can do).

Thus: gism ['qesm, -sm, -som, -stm], ladn [ladn, -dn, -dan, -din], fatn [fatn, -tn,
-ton, -tin], duhn [dohn, -hn, -An, -hon, -hin], badr [bads, -ds, -dos, -dze], Misr
['miss, -s¢, -s¢, -sof, -sit], fatl ['fat], -tl, -tol, -tel], ratl [vatl, -¢l, -¢3l, -&l].

We strongly suggest to avoid epenthetic vowels in international pronunciation
and resort to intense consonants, instead, but only when that is really indispensa-
ble to articulate an otherwise difficult sequence to pronounce.
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9.3.8. Here are some examples of typical Arabic taxophonics: tapbin [ta?bin], may-
tir [marOue], matgizb 'matsob], natgal [PaOqall, madkal [matgal], madir [mad-
Swe], tazhu [tazhul, maszid 'mazzid], masta ['maftal, masgil [mazrul] 7[-{rul].

And: magra¢ ['massa$], padZaca [adzasal, padsafa [2adSatal, pazlama [Razla-
mal, ma¢zian [maSgumnl, magrif [massuwt], ragmal [Pa¥meail], magiias [mag'{uid]
m[-g{uf], magha ['maqhal, malyan [mal?a:n], yaypasu [jairasul, pawhama [?au-
hamal.

Stress

9.4.1. Theoretically, the perfect rendition of short and long vowels, as well as
of single and geminated consonants would suffice to make one’s pronunciation of
Arabic fully intelligible, irrespective of stress.

However, for pronunciation to be considered as truly neutral, it is required
that stress falls on the appropriate syllable, too. This does not mean that this ‘rule’
is always respected in mediatic and regional accents. As a matter of fact, stress in
not distictive in Arabic. Thus, it is not really important, communicatively.

In fact, in mediatic and regional accents, stress is often on a different syllable
than predicted by rules.

The neutral rule is simple: the stressed is on the first ‘heavy syllable’ encounter-
ed counting from the end of the word. An Arabic syllable is considered to be ‘heavy’
if its nucleus is either:

() a long vowel or a diphthong followed by at least one consonant, even if that
consonant, in fact, belongs to the following syllable — in symbols: [V:C*, VVC¥; ViC,
VV#C/; or:

() a short vowel followed by two consonants, again, even if the second conso-

nant belongs to the following syllable — in symbols: [VCC; VC*C/.

9.4.2. Therefore, a word like kitabun is to be parsed as ki-ta-bun from a purely
phono-syllabic point of view, but as ki-tab-un’ in order to detect syllable heaviness,
which leads to [kitabun/. The same parsing applies to the compound kitab-i [kitabi/.

According to (), we have kattaba [kattaba] but kattabtu [kat'taptu] and kat-
tabtu-kunna [kattaptukonna], because, as said, the stress pattern will always re-
-arrange itself counting from the last syllable backwards.

If none of the last three syllables is heavy, the stress will fall on the third last,
eq kataba [kataba], and never any earlier than that, as for example in the com-
pound word kataba-hu [ka'tabahfu].

9.4.3. For a detailed list of all the possible combinations, let us refer to the list
below: the symbol /$/ stands for ‘light syllables, ie [(C) V¥, (C)V¥, (C)VV*, (C)VC#/,
while /$/ indicates ‘heavy’ syllables, ie [(C)V:C*, (C)VVCH; (C)V#C, (C)VV*C/.

Finally, /$/ indicates either a light or heavy syllable —indifferently— with no di-
rect influence on stress assignment:
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2 syllables: [S$, '$$, $$/,

3 syllables: ['$S$$, '$5$, $'$$, $8'%/,

4 syllables: [$$S$, $55%, $$58, $3$$, $5$%/,

5 syllables: /$$'95$, $$H'558, $S958, $$$5$, $$58$, $$88%/,

6 syllables: /S$$'SS$, $$$SSE, $HSSSH, $S5558, $$$$53, $$$$%8, $$559/.

9.4.4. As said, all the stress patterns given belong to modern neutral pronuncia-
tion. A dialectal peculiarity found in Lebanon (which should not be followed) puts
a final stress on words ending in [V, VV*#/ (which, in neutral pronunciation, are not
‘heavy’ enough to bear a stress): min-huma ['mmhuma] (and |[minhu'maz]).

An Egyptian peculiarity consists in having a form like katabata as [ka'tabata] pro-
nounced [katabata] (in Cairo) or [katabata] (in Southern Egypt — but [kataba'ta]
in Lebanon), and so on.

9.4.5. Prefixes, such as the definite article, the conjunction wa-, and monosyllabic
prepositions (like bi-, fa-, la-, li-, which are hyphenated) do not influence the applica-
tion of the stress rule: yadun, pal-yadu, wa-l-yadu, bi-l-yadi — all stressed on [ja-]: [jadun,
Pakjadu, walkjadu, bikjadi].

That also explains why the relative pronouns pallads and pallati are pronounced
[?alladi, Pallati], not *[?alladi, Pallati], since as said, pal- is nothing but the definite
article. Arguably, friendlier and morphonological spellings would be pal-ladi, pal-lati.

An apparent exception to the rule arises when a monosyllabic prefix forms a com-
pound with full pronouns or pronominal suffixes, eq wa-huwa ['wahua] {[wahuwal,
bi-hi [bihi], bi-ka [bikal, fi-hi [Mi:hi], li-huma [libumal, la-kuma [lakuma]. Here, a
friendlier spelling, on the contrary, could be with 7o dash. Let us compare: ¢alay-kum
[¢alaikom] and maga-kunna [masakonna], with their heavy second last syllables.

As far as secondary stress in polysyllabic words is concerned, it tends to occur more
or less on alternate syllables, but sometimes preferring the heaviest ones.

Lastly, here are some examples: rasizl [sa'sul], safanz [sa'tapz], murasil [mu'sa:-
sil], tarassul [ta'sassul], asimah [Sa:syma; -af], mutafawwiq [mutatauwzq] [Mfaw-
wiql, mufaragah [mutaraqaly)], madrasah [mad-sasa; -ah], darak-i ['dasaki], muk-
talifah [mog'talifa; -ah], pazalu-hum [razalufom], kataba-hu [ka'tabafiu].

9.4.6. We give further useful examples: ramat [vamat], ramat-hu [sa'mathu], pa-
had [?ahad], pahadu-hum [rahadufom], Sadda [{addal, sadda-hu [{addahful, parda
[Rasdal, parda-hu [Rasda:hu], katabti [ka'tapti], katabti-hi [ka'taptihQil, muhallima-
-hu [mu'hallimahu].

And: pistalga [P1statqal, pistalga-hu [Pistal'qa:hul, kataba [katabal, kataba-
-hu [katabea:hu], katabata and katabata [ka'tabagta), katabata-hu [kataba'ta:hul],
katabata-hu [kataba'ta:hul, Sazarat [(azasat], SaZaratun [(a'zasaton].

9.4.7. Here are more examples (some longer): yadwiyatu-hu [padwijatufiu], mur-
tabita [mustabstal, murtabitatun [muostabreaton], saZaratu-hu [{azaatufiul.
And: SaZaratu-huma [[azasatuumal, radwiyatu-huma [radwija'tubumal, mu-
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tazanniba [muta'zannibal, mutazannibatun [mutazan'nibaton], mutagatila [mu-
ta'qa:tilal.

Further examples: pana [Panal, pabadan [Rabadan], tawis [¢a'wus], sizZadat [s13-
zadat], katib [keztib], kitab [kiteb], hawlala [harulala], bagaya [baqaial, pakalitha
[eakaluwhal, piktimamu-hunna [2thtimamu'honnal, pistigbalatu-hunna [P1sticbala-
tuhunna]l. Let us end with madrasah [mad-sasa; -ah], madrasatun [mad'sasaton].






11.
Texts
in phonotonetic transcription

11.0.1. In this chapter, what we have explained so far will be summarized and put
into practice by accurately transcribing some extended texts. Customarily, many
phoneticians choose the Aesopian tale The North Wind and the Sun as a sort of ‘uni-
versal specimen’ for phonetic analysis. Actually, a tale is not always a good choice,
since it usually contains a lot of descriptive passages, generally accompanied by a
very moderate amount of direct speech.

In our view, and according to the natural approach itself, direct speech is the
most representative and natural form of ‘spoken language’; in a tale, however, di-
rect speech —if any— is often reduced to very short sentences, offering little room
for complex intonational patterns and paraphonic features. Hence the need for
descriptive passages, where longer utterances are more common, provided they
are... said by the speaker, not mechanically read aloud, like a press release.

In fact, reading aloud is nothing but the phonic rendition of a written text. Good
writers —journalists above all- aim at being as convincing and understandable as
possible, while (hopefully!) striving for conciseness, in order to prevent their read-
ers from falling asleep.

11.0.2. Natural speech, instead, obeys to different dynamics, paying much more
attention to rhythm and ‘flow’ rather than simply delivering information. When
these two different ways of using language are forced to coexist, results are rarely
satisfactory.

In reading aloud —for example, from a newspaper, or a textbook— everyone
must have experienced the uncomfortable feeling of ‘something missing’, as if the
text lacked strength and balance. Typically, passionate and eloquent speakers have
a hard time coordinating the pauses perceived by them as spontaneous and nec-
essary with those found in the written page. The main reason is that traditional
punctuation works —almost exclusively— as a typographical aid to highlight the
syntax of complex utterances, and only secondarily to mark expressive pauses and
emotional features.

As such, punctuation evidently fails to reproduce the colorful richness of real
speech, with all its changes in pitch, speed, and paraphonic nuances. That is why
‘verbatim’ transcriptions —like parliamentary and judiciary records— look so re-
dundant in some parts, and desperately elliptical in others.



106 Arabic Pronunciation & Accents

Onmitting altogether what the readers could not reconstruct by themselves is
exactly the price to pay, in order to make written language understandable.

11.0.3. There are certain tendencies, which are generally shared by many native
speakers, but their actual use is not at all systematic. In fact, it also depends on
rhythm, and possible pauses and emphasis, especially for contrast, among other
things, such as hesitation pauses and false starts.

Of course, also semantics has its role in all of that, since speakers may have differ-
ent ways of thinking about the meaning of certain words, at least in certain con-
texts. In addition, many stress shifts seem to have a kind of special function: that
of differentiating plain and trivial words from more specific words, at least in the
very context of a particular topic, which may even reveal personal feelings.

In conclusion, any language admits a certain degree of —mostly random- di-
vergence from what is ‘normal’, ie statistically more frequent, for the simple rea-
son that the very act of speech, though extremely effective, yet is not a mathe-
matically flawless mechanism. All this, in spite of ever possible slips into some me-
diatic traits.

What matters is to pronounce correctly all that is crucial to mutual understand-
ing: our brain, meanwhile, will naturally reconstruct what the speaker may have
neglected.

However, just to be on the safer side, and as a form of courtesy to their listen-
ers, foreign speakers should avoid ‘tricks’, and decidedly stick to the normalized
scheme proposed so far (a courtesy that native speakers should better reciprocate,
when talking to foreigners).

The North Wind and the Sun (Arabic text)

11.3. This passage highlights the fact that the ‘modern classical’ Arabic language
(which means modern written Arabic, certainly not ‘old Arabic’) is rather an artificial
concept. In fact, the currently unwritten short vowels have very fluctuating realiza-
tions, due to both their presence or absence and to their timbres (themselves), /i, a,
u/. As the number of recordings (of different speakers) increases, the number of vari-
ations also increases (even for stressing and orthology, ie the use of tunes and pauses).

Kanat rihu $samal tatazadalu wa-s-Sams fi payyin min-huma kanat paquwa mina
[-oukra, wa-pidan bi-musafirin yatlacu mutalafficun bi-cabayatin samikah. Fa-ttafa-
qata cala ictibari s-sabiqi fi pizbari l-musafir cala kalgi cabapati-hi pal-paqua.

Pasafat rihu $-Samal bi-naqsa ma pistatapat min qiawah. Wa-lakin kullama »izda-
da l-casf, pizdada l-musafiru tadatturan bi-cabapati-hi, »ila pan yusqita fi yadi r-rih,
fa-takallat can muhawalati-ha. Bagda pidin satagati s-Samsu bi-difpi-ha, fa-ma kana
mina l-musafiri illa pan kalaga cabapata-hu ¢ala t-taww. Wa-hakada pudturrat rihu
SSamal pila l-pictiraf bi-panna SSamsa kanat hiya l-paqua.

Hal kanati l-qissatu Zamilah? Hal turidu pan nuraddida-ha?
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[keznat tiho| {a'ma:li tatazaxdalu waf{ams-| fi?aijim ‘'mmhbuma;| kamat
'?aq-wa- minal?ugsa-| wa?idam bimu'sa:fisin| jattato mutalatfisom- bisabara-
tin sa'mitkaf- || fatta'faqata-| 'Sala Sitibawers 'satbrqe| firrzbazell mu'sa:dfie| Sala
‘kal$r gabaatihi+ al?aq-wa- |

Sasafat sithuf (ameal|| bi?ag-sa 'max| Pista'ta:rat min'quiwa- || walakiy- 'kol-
lama Przda:dal 'Sasf--|| Prz’da:dal mu'sa:fisu ta'da®bussam- bisabaatihi--| ?ila
Pan?usqrta- fijadie sithe | fatakallat $am muhawalatifia-|| ba§daridia| sa'sasatif
famsu bidif?ifa| famakamna minalmu'sa:tisi-| Pilla Pankalaga Saba?atafiu-, 'Sa-
lat '‘tauw- || 'wa 'hakada Potsossat srhof fa'madl-| Rilal prétisat biPannaf famsa:|
'kaznat- 'hial Pag-wa- ||

chal kanatrt 'qessatu- gza'milaf-|| shal tusidu- Pan nusad'didafa-|].

Three conversations

11.5.0. There follows a set of three conversations, which will illustrate examples
of more colloquial Arabic, using neutral pronunciation and intonation.

11.5.1.

Fi [-magrif
[fil'massrf-]
‘In the-bank’
(At the bank)

Pana sapih, hal yumkin pan tusacida-ni? Lam pazid sarvaf fi [-matar.

[Pana 'sa?th-| ¢hak jumkin Paatusa$idani’| lam?a'zid- sasrad filma'tas]

‘I tourist, interrog. he_is_possible that you help-me? Have-not I-find bureau-de-
-change in the-airport’

(I am a tourist, could you please help me? I have not found any bureau de
change at the airport)

Yala r-rapsi wa-l-cayn, ya sayyid-i! Mada turid?

[Salas rarsi wal'Sain ja'sajjidi-| ¢'ma:da tu'sixd- ]

‘On the-head and-the-eye, vocar. lord-me! What you-want?’
(Sure, sir! What do you need?)

Bi-wudd-i [husil ala mablagi hada $$ik, pallads gimatu-hu kamsumipati dilar, nag-
dan. Wa-ka-dalik pahtazu pila tagyivi hadihi Lyiri pila cumlatin mahalliyyah.
[biwuddil hu'swl| Gala 'mab-lagi- 'ha:daf fik-| 2allad: g¢matufu-| gamsu'mirati

dula:! 'nacdan-|| waka'da:lik- Pah'tarzu Rila tapjii '‘ha:difif juzeu-| Rila
'Somlatim mahallijja- ]
‘At-desire-me the-attainment on amount this check, which value-it 500 dollar, in
cash, and-as-so I need towards exchange this the-euro towards currency local’
(I would like to cash this check, whose value amounts to 500 dollars. And I also
need to change these euros to the local currency)
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Kam waraqah ¢inda-ka min-ha fi yadi-k?

[¢kam ‘waraqa ‘$1ndaka ‘minfia sfijadik-]
‘How_many banknote by-you from-her in-hand-you’
(How many banknotes do you have?)

Visrin, pay ma yugadilu palfay yiri.
[S1f¥un-| RPai 'ma: jutadilu Ralfai jureu-|]
“Twenty, ie what he equates_to 2,000 euro’
(Twenty, that is to say, 2,000 euros)

Zayyid! Wa-lakin hada mablag kabir, ma ¢ind-i nuqidun kafiyah... Wa-yugliqu
l-banku pabwaba-hu l[-an.

[3ajjid-| walakin 'ha:da 'mab-lag kabix || masiadi no'quidoy kadijad waljoprle
qul bagku Pabwazbahol Pamn: ]

‘Good! And-however this amount big, not by-me money sufficient... And
he _closes the-bank doors-him the-moment’

(Good! But this is a large sum, and I have not enough money with me. Plus,
the bank is closing right now)

Wa-padafa - muwazzafu qapilan bi-saypin mina l-pinfigal:
[wara'dadtal mu'wazzafs 'qailan:| bifai?im 'minal 2rmfrsail-
‘And-he added the employee saying with-thing from the-humor’
(And the employee added with a bit of humor)

“Tafaddal gadan sabahan?
[itafaddal 'Radan sa'bathan- ]
‘Please tomorrow morning!’
(Please, come tomorrow morning!)

Pal-muskilah panna-ni fi hazatin massah pila hadihi n-nuqid, lipann- catartu ¢ala
bisatin pistitnapiyy wa-bi-sicrin mugrin, wa-lakin ¢alay-ya pan nastariya-hu
fawran.

[2al'mufkila+ Pannani fihaatim 'measssa-| ?ila 'ha:difin nu'quid-|| lianni Sa-
Bastu 'Sala bi'sa:ézn P1stidna’ijj.| wabisiteim 'moprsin:| walakin: salajja-|
can?aftarijahu 'tausan:||]

‘The problem that-me in need urgent towards this the-money, in-that- me
I have met_ with on carpet exceptional and-with- price stimulating, and-how-
ever upon-me that I buy-him immediately.’

(The problem is that I urgently need this money, because I have found an ex-
ceptional carpet at an interesting price, but I have to buy it right now)

Vind-1 la-k nasihah wuddiyyah: «Dagi [-bayi¢ yantazir qalilan hatta tastafida
gadan min si¢rin paktara pigrapan!y

[$1adi lak na'stha wud'dijja| "da%il baRi§ jaantages qalidan-| hatta tasta'fida
'‘radan| mia'si¢ein PakOasa Pip'ravan: ']

‘By-me to-you suggestion friendly: do-let the-seller he waits a_bit up-to you ben-
efit tomorrow from price he_increases temptation!’
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(I have a friendly suggestion for you: let the seller wait for a while, and tomor-
row you will get an even more interesting price!)

<>

11.5.2.
Pal-musawamah
[Palmu'sarwama: ]
“The-negotiation’
(The negotiation)

1. Bi-kam hada l-bisat?
[¢bikam 'ha:dal bi'sa:¢]
‘Athow_many this the-carpet?’
(How much for this carpet?)

2. Pal-patimar nami l-pabyad?
[;2alPahmas | pamil?ab-jad-]
“The-red or the-white?’

(The red one or the white one?)

1. Hada l-pahmaru, pallads fi-hi paskalun munsaZimah wa-rusaimun mulawwanah.
[fe:dal Pahmas| 2alladi fihi Pafkalom munsazima:| wasusumum mulauweana:|]
“This the-red, which in-her decorations harmonious and-drawings colored’

(The red one here, which features harmonious decorations and colorful drawings)

2. Hada rakis... Famanu-hu sittatu palafi dirham.
[Aa:da sa'kus-| Oa'manuhu sittatu Pala:fi 'dreham: ]
“This cheap... price-him six few_thousands dirham’
(This is cheap... It’s 6,000 dirthams only)

1. Hada la Say) bi-n-nisbah la-k, ya payyuha t-taziru l-ganiyy!
[ha:da la: (aiPa bin'nizba lak-| ja: Raijuhat 'tazisol ranij:, ]
“This not thing at-the-relation to-you, yocat. the-merchant the-rich’
(That may be nothing for you, oh rich merchant!)

1. Wa-lakin bi-n-nisbah I-1 yumattilu hada I-mablag casrata pashur min l-camal.

[walazkim bin'nizbali| juma60ilu 'ha:dal ‘mab-lar:| $afsata 2afhus mmpal¢amal: ]

‘And-however at-the-relation to-me he_equates _to this the-sum ten months from
the-work’

(But for me, that amount of money means working for ten months)

1. Pasif, la pastaticu pan pastariya-hu. Maga s-salamah!

[Pazsif-| la: Pasta'te$u panraltatijafu-| 'matas salaima: ]

‘Being sorry, not I am _capable that I buy-him. With the-safety?”
('m sorry, I can’t buy it. Good bye!)
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2. Pintazir! Sa-pagmalu la-k takfid wa-hadihi tadhiyah... ratruku-hu la-k bi-
-kamsati nalaf!

[iPrataezrs| saPa¢malu lak- tag'fud-| waha:dihi 'tathija-| 2atrukufiu lak-| ;br-
‘wamsati Pala:f:]

“You _wait! [future]-I do to-you discount and-this sacrifice... I leave-him to-you
at-five few_thousands!’

(Wait! I'll grant you a discount, which is a sacrifice for me... You can have it
for 5,000)

1. Lg, 13 puridu min-ka tadhiyah! Pinn-i waffartu talatata nalafi dirham faqat li-Si-
rapi bisat li-pibnat-1 llat] tatazawwazu qariban. Maga s-salamah!

[la:| la: Pui:du 'minka 'tat-hija-| Pinni waffastu OalaBata Paladfi 'disham fa-
qoct| lifirari bisaze-| litibnatil lati tatazawwagu qasiban:| 'magas sala:ma:]

‘Not. Not I want from-you sacrifice! Surely-me I saved three few_thousands dir-
ham and that’s_it for-purchase carpet for-daughter-me who she_gets married
soon. With safety?’

(No, I expect no sacrifice from you! I have saved nothing more than 3,000 dir-
hams to buy a carpet for my daughter, who is going to get married soon.

Goodbye!)

2. La tansarif! Lamma kanat hadihi hadiyyah li-binti-k, ya payyuha l-pabu
L-karim, fakud-hu bi-talatati nalafi dirham... Dina hayyi ribhin -1/

[ila: "tansaerf-| lamma kamat ha:dihi- ha'dijja litbratik-| "jax Raijufial Pabul
ka'siim-| fa"kudhu-} jbibala:0aiti Pa'ladi "disham-| 'duma- j"?aiji "erphuil iz ]

‘No go_away! Since she_is this gift to-daughter-you, vocar. the-father the-gener-
ous, then-take-him at-three few_thousands... Without any profit to-me!’

(Do not go away! Since it is a gift for your daughter, oh generous father, please
take it for 3,000 dirhams... Without any profit for me!)

1. Baraka Llahu fi-k li-karami-ka gayri [-mahdid, ya hazz!

[ibarakal "ta:hu fik:| likaramika 'Raisil maf'du:d:| jahaz: ]

‘May he bless Allah in-you to-generosity-you lacking the-limited, yocar. pilgrim’
(May Allah bless you for your unlimited generosity, pious man!)

=

11.5.3.
Tazahurat taqafiyyah
[taga-hu'rat- Oaqartijja-]
‘Demonstrations cultural’
(Cultural events)

Paqtarihu calay-ki musahadata film nasitu pisma-hu yatacallaqu bi-tarbiyati [-ku-
yili l-¢arabiyyah. Wa-huwa muSawwiqun Ziddan hasaba ma samigtu. Yugradu
hada $Sarit fi sinama I-Hurriyyah. Hal yu¢Zibu-ki pan nadhaba li-musahadati-
hi?
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[aq'tasiho Salaiki- mufa'hadata fi-lm-| na'siztu Pismahu-| jatasallaqu bitasbi-
jatll kojulil Sasabijja-| 'wahua mufauwzqup 's1ddan-| hasaba marsa'mistu:)
juossado 'hada paffaent fisinamal hussijja-|| shak jusdzibuki-| ;2annadha-
ba limufa'hada,tifi]

‘I_propose unto-you vision film I forgot name-him he _concerns at-breeding the-
-equines the-Arabian_And-she exciting very based on what I heard. It is shown
this the-film in cinema the-Liberty_iuzer. be liked-you that we_go to-vision-her?’

(I am proposing you to watch a movie, the title whereof I have forgotten, which
describes how Arabian horses are bred. Based on what I have heard, this mo-
vie is very interesting. It is being shown at the Liberty Movie Theater. Would
you like to go and watch it?)

Nagam! Mata?
[i'naam-} s"mata-]
‘“Yes! When?’

(Yes! When?)

Bagda gad masayan, bagda d-duris, wa-gad naltaqi fi magha I-Qubbah d-Daha-
biyyah. Hal yurdi-ki dalik?

[batda Rad- ma'sa?an-| batdad duruws:|| 'waqad 'naltaqe-| fi'maqhat 'qubbad
Jahabijja-| s'hak juedrki ‘alik-]

‘After tomorrow evening, after the-lessons, and-probably we_meet in-cafeteria
the-Cupola the-Golden. inser. he statisfies-you that?’

(In the evening of the day after tomorrow, after our classes. What about meet-

ing at the Golden Cupola Café!)

Tamaman! Kassatan wa-pinn-i patatallagu pila bagdi l-istirahah l-an bagda l-pin-
tihay mina l-)imtihanat. ..

[ita'meamman-| 'kassatan wa?inni- 2ata'tallasu| ?ila basdsl pistivahal Pamn.|
'batdal Prati'ha:?| 'min?al imtrhamart.

“Well! Particularly andsurely-me I aspire towards bit the-rest the-moment after
the-end from the-exams...’

(That’s nice, particularly since I need to rest a while now that exams are over...)

?ah! Hal tagrif panna hunaka haflatan misiqiyyah mukassasah li-t-tarabi l-panda-
lusiyy fi - Masrahi I-Baladiyy?

[iPath} o'hal'taserf| ;Panna Au'naka haflatam musiqijja-| smu'kassasa let'ta-
fsabil pandalu'sijji- sfilmassahil bala'dij:]

‘Ah! interr. you_know that there performance musical dedicated to-the-music the-
Andalusian in the-theater the-municipal?’

(Oh, do you know there is a concert dedicated to Andalusian music at the Mu-
nicipal Theater?)

Yazib nan la tafiata-na hadihi [-fursah li-panna [-fannanin yagiamiina bi-Zawlah
duwaliyyah qariban. Wa-lan ya¢idi pilay-na pilla bagcda camayn paw talatati
naqwam!
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[jazib- 2anla: tafutana 'ha:difil fussal| litannal fanna'nin jaqumuma bizau-
la duwa'llijja+ qa'sizban:|| walap jaSu:du- rilainac)| j2illa batda Sa'marn|
Paubala:Bati Paswaim: ]

‘It_is_needed that not she_escapes from-us this the-opportunity in-thet the-artist
them being undertaking at-tour international soon and-not they return to-
wards-us if not after two_years or three years!’

(We shouldn’t miss this opportunity since the artists are about to embark on an
international tour and won’t return before two or three years!)

Tayyib! Sawfa nahiZizu t-tadakir li-hudiri lhaflah.

[itaijib--| savta ?ahzizot ta'dakie} Ithu'du:el haf-la:|]
‘Good! future 1 book the-tickets to-participation the-concert’
(Good! I'll book the tickets to attend the concert)

Pidan fa-pila l-liqap! La tansa mawgida-na!

[?idan-| jfa?ilal lrqa?-|| jla: '‘tansa mav'Sidana-]

“Therefore then-towards the-meeting! Not you forget rendezvous-us!’
(See you soon! And don’t forget our meeting!)

Pabadan! Kayfa pansa-hu, ya sahibata cuyini I-gazal, wa-ya raficata d-dawq wa-t-ta-
qgafah!

[iabadan-| kaifa aa'sa:fu-|| jar sa'hibata ofjunil raza:l || walja: safrSatad
'davq: wabba'qa:ta. ]

‘Not-at-all! how I forget, vocaz. owner eyes the-gazelle and-vocar. refined the-taste
and-the-culture!’

(Never! How could I possibly forget it, oh gazelle-eyed damsel who art refined
and cultured!).



12.
Mediatic Arabic

pronunciation

12.0.1. This chapter is dedicated to a kind of Arabic pronunciation that is neither
exactly neutral nor completely regional, though it partly originates from local accents,
which in turn are heavily influenced by the so-called ‘dialects’.

When attempting to speak ‘Classical Arabic’, or fusha [fusha] (ie modern written
Arabic, or neutral Arabic, indeed) ‘normal’ speakers who are not professional elocutors
will inevitably transfer their dialect-based speech habits to their supposedly non-re-
gional utterances. This may also certainly happen to ‘professional speakers’, too

There are also speakers who will try and make a conscious effort to ‘improve’ their
pronunciation by imitating certain traits that are perceived as more prestigious, even
though such a ‘phonetic transfer’ may sometimes be incomplete % incoherent.

For example, several rural Lebanese dialects show a stronger propensity for truly
diphthongal realizations of /ai, au/, while neatly or genuinely monophthongal realiza-
tions are more typical of urban areas, and primarily of the capital, Beirut.

The latter realizations will certainly sound more ‘up to date’ and prestigious when
speaking modern Lebanese, that is to say, the local ‘national dialect’; but for neutral
Arabic, the same traits would be hardly appropriate, and paradoxically, less presti-
gious than their rural counterparts.

At the same time, prone imitation of other people’s pronunciation without any re-
al understanding of neutral Arabic phonology and phonetics easily leads to hyper-
correct %r erratic usage of certain phonemes, most typically [z~ d; d~3; 2~ q/.

12.0.2. Finally, proper pronunciation should be supported by a systematical knowl-
edge of grammar, particularly in the light of the highly literary, non-colloquial nature
of neutral Arabic.

Surely, one can ignore pigrab [218%¥ab] terminations (expressly vocalized suffixes) and
somehow ‘get by’, but failing to articulate —say— a declension vowel that cannot be
avoided and replacing it with some sort of passepartout vocoid from the ‘[s] & Sons’
group will immediately result in a pronunciation kind which does not really sound neu-
tral, though not regional either.

Let us take pal-malikatu l-karimatu [palmalikatol ka¥izmajtu] ‘the noble queen’ as
an example: assuming this phrase is immediately followed by a pause, a learned speak-
er will reduce it to pal-malikatu l-karimah [2almalikatol ka'sizma]; less formally, ral-
-malikah l-karimah [?2al'malikal ka'ri:ma] would be fine, too, sparing the speaker the
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extra effort of choosing the right case ending after the &y marbitah (an almost poetic-
like term for a pure modification of a written letter, indicating a ‘tied ¢).

However, in the case of malikatu l-baladi [malikatul baladi] ‘the queen of the
country’ —a genitive construction— malikatu can neither be reduced to a handy but
grammatically incorrect malikah, nor case-neutralized to malikat [malikat], or [ma-
likato, malikts], as in modern ‘dialects’.

Consequently, with stress shift, giving: malikat l-balad [mallikatal balad] or [ma-
liktal balad] vs malikat al-balad ['malika talbalad], ‘resurrecting’ the vocalic nucle-
us a- of the definite article, but not the »- onset—and obviously, assuming that a- pre-
serves its default value [a] and is not itself turned into more regional/dialectal real-
izations, such as [1, 1, 9, e, ] (as could easily happen in this case).

12.0.3. So... what is this mediatic pronunciation we are talking about here? An im-
perfect, lower-end, semi-neutral pronunciation that has been unofficially sanctioned
by the very inability of most people to articulate neutral Arabic the proper way? Or
rather, a less marked, almost ‘dignified’ improvement on certain dialect-influenced
pronunciations, that have gained a certain degree of cross-regional respectability?

The only possible answer is: neither or both, depending on the interlocutor’s ex-
pectations, the very message being conveyed, the context in which that message is con-
veyed, and —last but not least— the actual degree of proximity to the neutral pronun-
ciation model.

12.0.4. In the light of the above and the enormous variability encountered in lo-
cal accents from Morocco to Iraq, there exists no unique mediatic pronunciation, but
many possibilities deriving from different combinations of several usages and habits.

Certain journalists from giant networks like A/ Jazeera or BBC Arabic may inten-
tionally manage to sound as regionally unlocalizable as those using genuine neutral
pronunciation —if the situation requires it— though everybody will still perceive that
they are speaking with some sort of accent.

Or, the same individuals may feel comfortable letting more recognizable traits slip
into their utterances. In fact, for example, when commenting on sport events, or inter-
viewing a comedian, insisting on more scrupulous articulations could be interpreted
as pompous and out of place.

In the following paragraphs, we will try and present what is more typical of all me-
diatic pronunciations at large. As we will see, there are many more possibilities for the
consonants than for the vowels, and intonation shows a good deal of variation, too.
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Vowels

12.1. In this section, we present the vocograms of the vowels and diphthongs of this
many-sided mediatic accent. The vocoids shown (in fig 12.1.1-2) are rather different
from the neutral ones (¢f & 6). Those in fig 12.1.1 are normalized; those in fig 12.1.3
are lighter variants; while, those in fig 12.1.3 add some broader and lighter variants,
which can be heard quite frequently.

However, the oscillating peculiarity of this kind of frequent accents, as already
said, often also resorts to neutral phones, as well as to broader dialectal ones, as can
be seen in fig 12.1.3. In fact, the mediatic accents tend to use [a; 1, 1] less frequently
than neutral pronunciation does.

They consist in the following changes: [i/ [i>1, 1-9, #>9, 1> a], [iif [i>1, To9, 250
J-a1l, [af [alase, a»a, a-5, a-3/19, Cah)], [af [a:]a>e:, a>a;, w-as e, a"], [uf
[u->p, v~o0, u~>,0/l2], [uf [u>ps, vi>oz, u- pl; [ai/-/eif [ee], [au/>[ou/ [co].

Some examples will be given in § 12.10. Let us notice that fig 12.1.1 shows the
more typical mediatic realizations in order to highlight their differences in compari-
son with neutral pronunciation (f fig 6.1).

fig 12.1.1. Arabic vowels: mediatic variants, including the frequent ‘monophthongization’ of /ai, au/.

[ [10), 90, .1,
a0, 1o0)€, 1€ ]
[il [1, 9, &, 1.2, €3, 1o€, 1€€]

[w/ [pe, €ow), 0trE, €ork, u]
[u/ [p, €o, o€, €0€, .0, |.5]

(Jaif>) [eif [ee] (/au/>) [ou/ [o0]
[a] [e] [a, 3, L2, Cahy, [af [ew] [ae), €A, AL,
Ca, AC, €x, €, CrC] €r0), €a0), €€, &, a’

i/ [ie), 10, 1, 90), \ |§|\ \ \ \@ \ Jwf [uw, vE,
£30), 200€, €20€, i, 1, L, 9] \ Iﬁl\ =] \@ \ @\ O | €o0), 00E, Lok, .u]
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[a] [, a, A, €, Ca, AC,
€x, 5€, €aE€, 3, 1o, Cahy]

fig 12.1.2. Arabic diphthongs: mediatic further variants of [ai, au/~ei, ou/, wider than [ee, oo], though
not yet as those given in fig 12.1.3. Here, we only show the beginning elements (grey larger mark-
ers) and terminal points (white smaller markers). It is rather easy to collect any of these points, to

obtain actual possible diphthongs.
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In addition, fig 12.1.2 shows further variants, both broader and lighter. Moreover,
fig 12.2 shows further variants of the diphthongs /ai, au/, used when the speakers want
to produce utterances belonging to a (real or supposed) higher style.

fig 12.1.3. Arabic vowels & diphthongs: some broader (1) or lighter (1) variants.
[€i, E) [, 1, 1), [ [ii] | g . \ \ \ \
fitese) e T

. [aCi/ ['aCi], [,ab”/ [ad)] N
[ai] > [ef [aE, Ea€, E9€, EC, a] a5

[i] [, €at] \%\ \\ \\ \\\
L

[a/ [a] next to [k, R, S h, £/ [a] [, &] in addition to [a]
[au/ [eu] (sometimes also next to [m, b, {/)
[a] [a] next to [¢, d, s, 7| o= [a] [, a] next to [w, K, R, $, h, £/

(1] [i1, 1o€] \

[ai/ [aa, ea, Ad] <] O
[au/ [a0, e0, A0] -ﬂﬂ 7 u a@[ next to [¢, &, s, 2/
& O ae), 4w, A0, 56, X0)]

— T

4
\L

\
\
\
|
\
\
/

[w]

\ \\\\\\\\\\\\1\\\\

ai/ [ai, atCHt, aa(hC] [ei”, e1Cl, ea(hC] [ai", alCH, aa(hC] [Cxi*, CxaCH, CxohC]
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fig 12.2.2. Arabic diphthongs: refined mediatic variants for [au/.

\
\
\
| |
\ ||
L 11| | | | I
' ]

[au/ [au’, 20C, ao")€] [eu’, eoC, rohC] [au”, A0C, a0HEC]  [€aul, €x0C, €Cao)C

Consonants

12.2.1. Here we will introduce the mediatic peculiarities of the consonants of Arab-
ic. In keeping with our Natural Phonetics approach, we regard it important to show
all the different sets of contoids and compare them to those of really neutral pronun-
ciation, in order to visually highlight their articulatory peculiarities.

Sometimes, the difference between two articulations is so small that even some na-
tive speakers will hardly notice it — and, possibly, believe that there is no difference at
all. However, careful listening to good recordings proves the opposite.

Someone might say there is no real need to go into so much detail, and that may
well be true for purely theoretical phonology and computer-aided acoustic phonetics.

Let us, first, have a careful look at fig 12.3.0, comparing it with fig 12.4.2, where differ-
ent coarticulations are combined with the laryngeal stop, [2]. Well, fig 12.3.0 simply high-
lights the essential places of those coarticulations. In fact, it is very important to familiar-
ize with them, from the start.

12.2.2. In the following paragraphs, we will introduce each group of contoids —as said—
together with their ‘normal’ counterparts. Make no mistake: Arabic is difficult to pro-
nounce for most foreigners, so it is understandable that so many seemingly identical vari-
ants may discourage even the most tenacious learners.

fig 12.3.0. Arabic consonants. Mediatic variants: some frequently added coarticulations.
C C £
normal labialized (& velarized

Q)

velarized

& labial.

€ €

uvularized

uvularized & labial.

G
(& prepharyn-
gealized

pharyn-
gealized
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Yet, nuances are what Natural Phonetics is all about. The unexciting alternative is —in
the best possible scenario— little more than accurate phonology, even if supported by a
wealth of acoustic data and computer-aided analyses.

12.2.3. So, let us begin with the different possibilities offered by the nasals. In compar-
ison with the nasal contoids of the neutral accent, fig 12.3-9 (multiple) give a number of

fig 12.3.1. Arabic consonants: nasals. Mediatic variants.
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orograms (which include those already shown in @ 8, for easier and useful comparisons).

For /m/, in addition to plain [m], we find lip protrusion [m), velarization [], and uvular-
ization [m], and even [m] (ie uvularization and lip protrusion). These phones frequently oc-
cur in contact with [a, u/, or in words already containing some [€/ — or, sometimes, even [C/.

The first two rows show eight marked variants of /m, n/ [m, =, s, m, m, m; p, pl.
The other orograms show the normal assimilatory taxophones of /n/ [n]: [m, m), 0, g,
b 1, 1, N, N, NJ. fig 12.3.2 gives the seminasal and nasalized taxophones, occurring be-
fore continuants. Let us particularly notice: [p, j1+[j], [g, g, G, &, W, W]+[w], [%, £]+[¢,
£], [1, 1]+[1] (shown in fig 12.3.3). Of course, all other taxophones for [j, w, ¢, 1/, given
in fig 12.6.1(1) & fig 12.6.7-8 can occur nasalized, although we only give eight of them
here, just to show the mechanism of nasalization of contoids.

fig 12.3.3. Arabic consonants: nasals. Mediatic nasalized variants.
Y [ GO I G
W@ L L F @ L

12.2.4. Passing to the stops, fig 12.4.1-2 give the contoids which we can find as the rea-
lizations of /b/ (in the first set of orograms, including its voiceless taxophones occurring,
by assimilation, in clusters with voiceless consonants).

The second orogram set is mostly for /¢, d/ (with /t, d/, for comparisons). The third
set is for [k/ (including its possible voiced taxophones in voicing clusters).

The fourth set shows several taxophones of /q/, that are articulatorily similar to
neutral [q], ie voiceless and basically uvular stops. More different geo-social realiza-

=13

i

U—t

e

fig 12.4.1.1. Arabic consonants: stops. Mediatic variants: first two sets.

Bl .al.al.al
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fig 12.4.1.2. Arabic consonants: stops. Mediatic variants: third set.
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tions can be found in other sets (where they belong, by nature).

Likewise, fig 12.4.2 shows the possible variants of [?/, which retain a laryngeal na-
ture, similar to neutral [?]. Some speakers, instead of the true stops shown in fig 12.4.2,
can actually use creaky voice on the voiced neighboring segment(s), which may be ei-
ther contoids, [C], or vocoids, [V]. The latter are shown as superscript symbols in the
last two examples that follow, since they do not form a full syllable): badp [bedd], sa-
nala ['seela], kaps [kess], but) [bo].

fig 12.4.2. Arabic consonants: laryngeal stop. Mediatic variants.

(V)

{)H)
1)

i)

12.5.1. fig 12.5.1 features three sets of constrictives. The first one shows the differ-
ent possibilities of /f/, including its voiced taxophones occurring in voicing clusters.
The second set, in addition to plain /0, d/, which are given for comparisons, shows
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fig 12.5.1. Arabic consonants: constrictives. Mediatic variants.
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the several realizations that can be heard for [z/ (or, in case, /8], again, including its
possible voicing-cluster taxophones).

The third set in fig 12.5.1 gives [s, z/, but especially /s, #/ for their several possible tax-
ophones, with a partial overlap between actual [#/ and its more ‘neutral’ variant /d].

12.5.2. fig 12.5.2.1 shows [{, 3/ and their possible variants. These variants essentially
change their lip positions: protruded, [§, 3], as in neutral Arabic pronunciation (and in

fig 12.5.2.1. Arabic consonants: further constrictives and [dz, ds, &z]. Mediatic variants.
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many other languages), or non-protruded, [§, 7], including an intermediate lip position,
semi-protruded, [{, 3], as can be seen in their orograms.

The more traditional realization of [3/ [dz], is also used in mediatic pronunciation, to-
gether with its other possible mediatic variants [dz, dz], with the same lip positions as above.

fig 12.5.2.2. Arabic consonants: [h/. Mediatic variants.
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fig 12.5.2.2 gives [h/ [h, fi] and its possible variants, including their voiced taxo-
phones, which may occur for voicing-cluster assimilation. In addition, fig 12.5.2.3 al-
so shows a number of constrictive and semi-constrictive laryngeal contoids (which can
also feature lip rounding and voicing). All these may occur as ‘milder’ variants of /h/.

fig 12.5.2.3. Arabic consonants: [h/. Mediatic further variants.

U 2N «
D Ay LS S
@y g @
h § W g N

12.6.1. Passing to the approximants, fig 12.6.1 shows three sets of orograms. The first is
about /j/ and its possible variants, due to the influence of neighboring contoids and vocoids,
including the frequent effect of [€, €] contoids (respectively, uvularized or velarized, but
[q> %> R]> as well), and [€] (ie [h, §], but also [k, ], depending on geo-social factors).

The second set is about /w/ and its possible variants, again depending on geo-social
factors. The third set shows [¢] and its possible variants, which include rounding [§],
nasalization [§], laryngealization [§] (fairly easy to detect by its lower intrinsic tonal-
ity of creaky voice) and a prepharyngeal articulation [9] (and [4, 4, 9]).

Its devoicing, [§], is possible in prepausal position, as well. Some speakers can even
employ a true voiced prepharyngeal constrictive, [A] (f fig 12.6.1, last orogram, the
voiced counterpart of [u], fig 12.5.2), or else (pre-)pharyngealized laryngeal stops, [z,
?] (which other speakers may use as variants of [2/, given in fig 12.4.2).

k

=7
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fig 12.6.1. Arabic consonants: approximants. Mediatic variants.
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12.6.2. In addition, let us consider the laryngeal approximants, shown in fig 12.6.2.
Beside normal /f/ [R], and its voiceless taxophone, [h], we can see a number of vari-
ants, including attenuated semi-approximant [f, h], and several coarticulations, which
involve lip rounding, velarization, uvularization, prepharyngealization, and pharyn-
gealization (as well as combinations thereof).

fig 12.6.2. Arabic consonants: laryngeal approximants (& coarticulations). Mediatic variants.
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12.7.1. All these coarticulation effects can also be found in the #rills, shown in fig
12.7, together with ‘normal’ [¢/ [¢, €], and plain [r, 1], which can occur, too (and all
the other variants shown).

For the constrictive trills, [, r] [k, RI, fig 12.8 shows two possible coarticulations,
as well: lip rounding and pharyngealization.
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fig 12.7. Arabic consonants: ¢rills. Mediatic variants.
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fig 12.8. Arabic consonants: constrictive trills. Mediatic variants.
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12.7.2. Lastly, fig 12.9 gives the lateral [1] with its neutral taxophones, [1, [, |, £], in-
cluding [1, 1] (and prepalatal [1], occurring in other languages, for comparison). It al-
so gives the preuvular and uvular laterals (depending on the succeeding vowels), also
with possible lip rounding, which can be heard in substitution for [}]. The bottom
two orograms show the preuvular and uvular semi-laterals, rarely used for /d/ in south-
-western Arabia.
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fig 12.9. Arabic consonants: laterals. Mediatic variants.
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Stress

12.8. By comparison with what is said and shown under § 9.4.3, let us now show the
differences between the neutral stress patterns and the mediatic ones.

There is nothing to say for 2- syllable words, while, for more syllables, we have to in-
dicate these differences (saying nothing about words ending in [*$S, -$'$/, which are treat-
ed the same in both accents). It is clear that /'S$/ predominates (although a few less
favorite patterns are shown as |, such as those with }$#/ corresponding to [1-VV*], too.

Of course, even oscillations between mediatic and neutral patterns may be rather
usual, too, as we will see in () 12-13.

3 syllables: [SS$/ > [$5$; 158/, [BS$/ > [1$5$; 1559/,

4 syllables: [$$8$/ > [S95$; 1SSS$/, [$9SS] - [$99$/, [$B5$/ > [$$5$),
5 syllables: /SS'$S$, $$H'55$, $S558, $$$5$/ - 159/,

6 syllables: [$$$55$, $$$5S$, $H95$, $SSSSE, $$$$5$/ - 59/,

Intonation

12.9. No doubt, when speaking (or reading) ‘official Arabic’, all speakers will in-
evitably maintain their own intonation patterns, which are the most difficult to
change: fig 12.10 shows the most frequent intonation patterns occurring in a number
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fig 12.10. Arabic intonation. Mediatic & more local variants (including —for comparison— neu-
tral and international, which often alternates with the mediatic one shown).
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of linguistic areas. It also shows the fundamental intonation patterns of neutral (gen-
eral or normalized) mediatic, and international accents. Ten more localizable patterns
are added, which can further help to identify, by themselves, ten general areas with-
in mediatic accents. In & 13-14, further variants will be shown.

Of course, when actually speaking their local ‘dialect’, people exhibit further sub-
varieties, even for intonation, not only for vowels, consonants and stress.

It goes without saying that interested readers should carefully compare all the pat-
terns given in fig 12.10. In & 13 more intonation patterns will be provided, for further
different accents.

Thus, besides the neutral, mediatic and international intonation patterns of Arabic,
we show the following other patterns (and further more will be provided in & 13, see
the charts at the beginning of that chapter).

Let us strart with: the Levant (ie Lebanon, Palestine, western Syria, and western Jor-
dan), often with falsetto in either total or partial questions. Arabia (ie central Saudi
Arabia, eastern Jordan, and southern Iraq). Mesopotamia (ie central Iraq, eastern Syria,
and mid-western Iran). North Mesopotamia (ie northern Iraq, northern Syria, and
south-eastern Turkey). The Gulf (ie eastern Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates, coastal Iran).

In addition, these other areas: Oman. Yemen (with Djibouti and northern Soma-
lia). Red Sea (ie western Saudi Arabia, eastern Sudan, and north-eastern Eritrea). Israel
(ie Muslim Israel, with the Sinai, and eastern coastal Egypt). Egypt (ie upper and low-
er Egypt). ‘Nubia’ (ie northern Sudan and part of southern Egypt).

Besides: Libya. Tunisia. Algeria (ie upper and lower Algeria, and Kabyle-Berber Ara-
bic, in north-eastern Algeria). Morocco. Mauritania (and West Sahara). Mali. Chad. South
Sudan (and south-western Sudan proper). Somalia (excluding northern Somalia, includ-
ed in Yemen). The Comoros (near Mozambique).

Some examples

12.10. For these examples, it should also be always kept in mind that, more or less
frequently, mediatic accents can certainly use a sort of ‘emphatic vowel coloring’ not
only next to the consonants that actually cause such differences: the co-articules /¢, d,
s, 2[ (' § 1.3.5) and /q/. This phenomenon more often concerns /a/.

As a matter of fact, such colorings can extend to whole words which happen to
contain even only one of those consonants, including /¢/ and even /m, b, f, w/. Also
[a@, u@)/ can influence words in such a way.

As a result, [a] is less common than in neutral pronunciation. For instance, we can
even find galb [qalb/ [qalb] & [qoadb, 'Gotb], marrah [massah)/ [massah)] & [massaty].

Or else, on the contrary, [a] can occur in cases where it is not expected, perhaps
for a sort of ‘compensatory” hypercorrection: marhaban! ['mashaban/ [mashaban] &
[mashaban] & ['mashaban], maddah ['ma:ddah)/ [ma-dda®)] & ['ma-ddab], sagah
[sa%a(h)/ ['sasah)] & [‘sasal)].
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Currently, the realizations of vowels and consonants are very numerous. So, we will
show them devided by groups, specifically when providing examples of vowels or con-
sonants. The variants chosen are among the most typical and different from those of
neutral pronunciation, although their real possibilities are surprising.

It would be too cumbersome to always transcribe all possible variants, especially
for most consonants, which can be seen in the preceding figures of this chapter, and
should be carefully compared. All possible variants are shown in those figures, both
for vowels and consonants. Arguably, they should also be compared with those of neu-
tral pronunciation, given in 0 6 & @ 8.

Vowels: qif [qif] ™['qot], gigan [q¢qamn] ™[qo'qap], sidi ['stdi] 7['sa:d], sadiq [sa-
'drq] ™[sa'do:ql, bint [biat] 7 [beat], fil [il] =[fxl]; sagi¢ [solqrs] [sn'qe], saff ['saf]
m[igal:], taha ['®azha] ™['athal, bagda [basda] ™[besdal, rahin [va:hin] ”[sa:hon], ha-
da ['ha:da] m['heda], walad [walad] ”[welsd], bab [bab] ”[beb]; sig ['su:q] ['soxq],
huna ['huna] ['hpnal, sif ['sud] ™['so:d], kusiam [gu'swm] "[go'spm], fundug [too-
duq] ™[fondoq].

And: bayt [bart] ™[beet], cayn [$an] "[Seen], gayl ['qail] ™['qEel], fawz [favz]
mfooz], lawn [lavn] ™[loog]; baytun [baitun] ™[beeton], cayn-i [¢aini] ™[Seent],
gaylin ['\qailin] ™['qeelon], fawzan [fauzan] ™[fooz3n], lawnu-hu [launubu] ”[loo-
nphp], pawladu-kunna [2aula-dukonna] ”[?o0ledpkhonnal.

Further examples: payna [aina] 7[Seenal, ;awdah [$auda; -ah] "[Scodal)], mu-
gawwam [mu'qauwam] ”[mo'qoowsm], maydan [mai'damn, mss-] ”[mee'dem, msa-],
nawlad [Paula:d, ?30-] ”[200led, -30-], siyaz [sijaz, so-, sa-] 7 [stjeds, sa-, so-], tim#al
[timOal, tom-, tom-] 7 [tom'Oel, tom-], salamah [sala:ma, -ah; s3-, so-] 7”[s3lexma, so-],
sahwan [safi'wan, s3fi-, sofi-] ™[ssh'wem], suhilah [su'hula, -ab; so-, sa-] 7[sp'hplal,
mustagq [muol'taq:, mof-, maf-] ”[mof'taq®, mof-, maf-].

The last example shows that, in mediatic pronunciation, neutral /C:*/ can be short-
ened, as in ¢arabiyy [$asabij:] 7[Seesbojw), bl (and other cases shown below).

More: mahrab [mah-¢ab, 'mah-] ”['meh-¢sb], talab [talab, -lab] ™['¢Alsb], tamdi
[tamdr, ‘tam-] 7[themds], mansib [man'swb, man-] ”[meg'si:b, msag-], katabna [ka-
‘tabna] 7?[ka'thebna] vs katabna [ka'tabnac)] 7”[ks'thebna()].

Some more examples: bayt [bait] [beet], lawn [lavn] ™[loos], ¢ayn [$an]
m[Seen]; sayyid ['saijid] 7 ['seejod], musawwiq [mu'fauwzq] ”[mofoowaq]. Let us al-
so consider cases like Zurriyyah [hussijja -ah] currently becoming 7[hognal.

Especially in the Maghreb, besides (unstressed) /i, ,u/, even [/ may be dropped (with
possible consequent stress shifts). Colloquially, we can certainly find: panta [anta, rta, tita]
m[enta, w'te, ate], galam ['qalam, '‘qalm] 7['qalsm, ‘qalm], lisan [lisam, I'sam] 7[lysem,
I'sem], salam [salaxm, slaxm] 7[s3le:m, slemmn].

Nasals: fig 12.3 shows the various nasal taxophones we can find in mediatic accents,
including more complex realizations of /m/ (as [, s, m, m], for harmonization with
‘dark’ vowels or consonants, f § 12.3.1; but we will not use them here: it is sufficient to
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know this). Also seminasal taxophones are included (fig 12.3.2), which can occur in final
position or in front of continuous contoids.

Examples: mumattal [ mu'ma60al] ”[mo'me60sl], tamzid [tam'zi:d] [tam'zi:d, tam-
‘&1:d], sams [fams] 7[fems], Maryam ['mas-jam] ™[mes-jsm], Muhammad [muvham-
mad] ”[mohemmsd], nimnim ['nimnim] ”[nsmnsg], Zanb [zamb] 7[dgemb], min bab
[mimbea:b] ”[msmbeb], anf [Pami] 7[Pem{], bint [brat] ”[bsent], wins ['wigal] ™ ['wagf].

And: min maktab-i [mm'maktabi] ”[mom'mektsbil, min yawm [mipjasm] 7 [msp-
joom, msj-], min Riama [muswma] 7 [msn'spmal, min Lima [millima] ”[msnlrmal,
dank [dank] "['denk], anwah [San-wa, -ah] ”[sen-wal)], kang ['kanq] ”[kang], min
giawa [minqu:wa] ”[moN'quwal, pingiday [Pmqedazr] 7 [2onga'dar].

Stops: fig 12.4.1 gives the mediatic variants of the stop consonants. As can easily be
seen, instead of (or, in addition to) the typical uvularization of neutral accents is, in
mediatic accents, realized in several different ‘darkening’ ways, including uvulariza-
tion itself, which sounds better.

Thus (here illustrated only with dental [t, d], and alveolar [f, d], also combined), we
find: labialization [t, d], and velarization [¢, &1, and [¢, &; &, d1; wvulo-paryngealization
[t, ds t, 41, prepabryngealization (£, ds i, d], and pahryngealization [, ds f> ﬂ].

They have tiny differences, which, if used systematically, can constitute the typical
characteristics of single speakers or accents. But they often alternate randomly. It is

very important to succeed in connecting auditory and articulatory nuances.

Some examples: bab [ba:b] ™[beb], laban [laban] [lebsn], habs [haps] [hebs],
kuskus [kuskus] m[khoskss], miktar [mikOax] ”[msokOex], malik [malik] 7['melsk],
gadim [qa'dizm] "[qa'drm], pagdam [2aqdea:m] [2aqdemmn], siq ['su:q] ™['soq], pal-Qur-
nan [Patqueran] ”[palqosRem], sagqgatah [saqqoctaty)] "[saqqmeadd)], gitt [qee] ™[qotw)],
gimah ['quma -af] ”['qoxmal.

In addition to ‘normal’ [q], all other variants shown may certainly occur, still with-
in acceptable mediatic accents, which common hearer might not even distinguish from
neutral [q]: [§, ¢, § g> G-

However, oftener, [q/ has other different places and manners of articulation: [?, &, k,
k, g, g]. Let us also consider galb ['qalb] ™['qalb, ?elb, 'Selb, kelb, 'gelb] and further
variants, which —in very broad accents, or ‘dialects’, indeed- still remains different
from kalb [kalb] [khelb, 'ch;, 'ch:, ke¢h-] & ['tf-, 'tf-]. Of course, the last phones do not
fall within what we can call an ‘accent’, but rather a ‘dialect’ in its own, with different
lexemes and grammemes, as well.

Other examples: tadawul [ta'daxwul] ™[ts'dewol], sitay [fitazR] 7[(rther], hadd
[had:] ”[hed], batatis [ba'toctss] " [ba‘atas], dart ['dast] ™[ dast], dazir [dazie] ™[ da-
308, -dgos, -gos].

fig 12.4.2 shows 8 possible variants of [2/ (with different coarticulations) [?, 2, 2, 2,
2, 2, 2, 2]: they can all be used, more or less systematically, although we do not add
them here.
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Some examples: pamin [Pa'mimn] 7 [?3'mrg], sapih ['saieth] ™['se2oh], map [ma:?]
m['me], zannay [zanna?r] ”[zenns?], rupasap [sura'sar] 7 [eprs'serr], pal-van [Pal?amn]
m[e3lem], raps ['vars] ”['vers], bady [badr] ”[bed?], sappal [sap?a:l] 7 [s3PPe:]].

More examples: pab [?ab] ™[?eb], ridanah [?ida:na, -ah] ”[2rdemal)], umm
[Pom:] ”[Pom@)], pibn [?1bn, -bn, -bin] ™[?sbn, -bn, -ban], pimruy [Prmeu?] 7[Pom-
fo?], pism [?1sm, -sm, -stm ]| ['Pasrga, -sm, -sama], pi¢nani [P10'nani] 7 [Po0'nemnt], rapay-
tu bn-1 [saRaitub 'ni:] 7”[se?eetob 'nr], babu l-bayt [babul bart] ”[bebol beet].

Constrictives: fig 12.5.1 shows the possible variants of the main constrictive phonemes
with all their coarticulations, including general ‘dark’ ones, which are possible in words
with ‘darkening’ consonants (especially /m, b, w, & ¢, d, s, %; q/) or vowels (/a©, u)/).

Examples: farid [fasi:d] ™[fesrd], ifsad [2ifsaxd] m[2of'sexd], lafz [lave] [leve, -0], ¢a
lat [Oala:0] ”[0eled], madir [madi] ”['medss], damm [dam:] ™[dem()], dars ['dass]
m[dess], zar ['zax] ™[zex], kanz [kanz] ”[kheaz].

The upper part of fig 12.5.2 gives the variants of other constrictive phonemes, [/
[2, 8] and /3] [3, &5; g, g], with all their possible habitual coarticulations. We do not
indicate all of them in the following transcriptions.

In fact, it is sufficient to carefully look at their orograms and symbols, comparing
them with the neutral ones, and with the other figures given in this chapter. All their nu-
ances will be immediately clear (and logical).

Examples: mafiziaz [mahzog] {[-0u:8] 7[meh'zo:z, -80:3], zamip ['za:mr?] {['Foc-] ™[z
mo?, '0-; sursur, -iir ['sussus, suf'suie] 7['soss0s, sof's0i], rakis [sagus] 7 [rekais].

And: pishad [21{ha:d] ™[2s(hed], pasyay [2afjaz] 7[23(je], musawwas [mu'fauwalf]
m[mp'{oows(], 7a§add [?a'fad:] ”[23(edw)], rasas [saffa:f] 7 [¢s((e S] nasSarw [palfasw,
ffg, -fu [P3SSB~E‘W, -€§, -£ul, Zamil [za'mil] {[dga-] ”[z3'mEl, d33 g3-1, pazZmag [Pazmas]

t[Pads-] [Pezmes, Peds-, Peg-], taz ['tas] {[-dz] ™['the:s, -ds; -g].

The rest of fig 12.5.2 (the greater part of it) shows the voiceless constrictive [h/ [h
fi], with many possible variants, due to the usuual coarticulation types, that we already
know well, although we do not give here. The corresponding voiced counterparts are
also shown. They are used for voice assimilations.

Also further phones are added, for milder articulations, more suitable for lighter
accents, either mediatic or international. These include a pair of prepharyngeal con-
strictives, [k, fi], and two pairs of uvular approximants, [, u; 5, &]. The last ones can

certainly be sufficiently different from [/ [, h] (and less ‘extreme’ than more usuual
phones), and different from [k, r/ [k, gl as well.

Some examples: hubb-i [hubbi] ”[hobbry, hob-, 5], mahtim [mah'tu:m] ”[meh-
tthyzm], muhaddir [mohaddse] ”[mohaddss, 2, -b-], farih [faeth] ['fessh, -x, -h],
fahhas [fahthaid] 7[fehhed, 2, f3-].

Approximants: fig 12.6.1 shows the variants of the main approximant phonemes, [j,
w, §/, have a number of possible coarticulations, including stronger (constrictive and
semiconstrictive) or weaker (semiapproximant) phones, that we show only in the figure.
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Section 3 in fig 12.6.1 gives a number of mediatic variants for /$/ [§] (' § 12.6), in-
cluding [f] (voiced prepharyngeal constrictive). In § 12.6, we also introduced a la-
ryngealized (or, creaky-voiced) version, [§].

This can frequently be replaced by laryngealizing some voiced segment (either vo-
calic or consonantal) occurring around /$/. fig 12.6.2 shows the variants of the princi-
pal approximant phonemes, [j, w, §/.

Some examples: yawir [jaxwie] [je:wog], wasiyyah [wa'sijja; -ah] m[wa'ssja®y)], wu-
sil [wu'suwl] m[wo'sl], sayyid ['saijid] ¢['sajjid] ['seejod], nawwam [nau'wa:m] {[naw-
'w-] "[noo‘'we:m], nayy ['naj:, 'naj;, naj;, ‘naj] ”['neje), 'nej), 'neil, manhiyy [man'hj:,
“Arj;, “Arj;, -Ari] ”[men'hsjw), “hoj(), ‘hsi], yabw [Pabw, -bw, -b§, -bu] 7[?ebw, -bf, -buy]
(even though these might seem to be rather phono-equestrian).

More: kay [kai] [khee], layyan [laijan] ![1ajjan, lajjan, lajjan] ”[leejsn], yawmiy-
yah [jau'mijja; -ah] [jaw-, jaw-, “miyj-, “mij-] ”[joo'mrjal)], qummr [$ommi] #[Som-
mj?, '‘summj?, ‘svmmj?] ”?[sommy].

And: law [lau] {[laws, lawe?, lag?] ”[loo], dawwar [dauwas] *['dauwy-, 'daww-]
m[doowes], radiwah [$adwwa; -ah] [-uy-, -uf] 7[sedwal)], sahw ['sahu] ['sah-
w2, 'sahiw?, 'sahge] 7['sehul, rafw [Safu] {[Safw, Safw, Safy, Safu] 7[Sefu].

Further examples: ¢ayn [Sain] 7[Seen, 'eenl, ¢ala [Sala] [<ela, ela], magi ['masi]
m['me$i, 'mei], maga ['maSa] ”['meSa, 'meq], bagda [basda] ™[besda, beda], bictu [bis-
tu] 7”[bsstu, botul, nagnag, -na¢ [nasnas, na¥nas] ”['nesns§, n3¥ne:s, 'nens, n3'nezl,
fagealiyyah [faSSalijja; -ah] 7[fessslnjad), feSs-, fes-], salg [sals] m[sel§, 'sei], mag
['ma$] 7 ['me§, 'me’], rabig [sabi:s] 7[sebr§, cebi], rubg [¥ubs] 7[robs, ¥ob].

More: pittizah [eittiza:f] [ 2sttrze:n, -ds-, -g-], muhtar [muhtas] ”['mohtss], hadihi
[Re:difi] ['Re:dihrl, mahbil [mabbul] ”[mshbyl], pinkizam [2mmhiza:m] 7[2onhy
zexn], hafnaf [Aafnaf] m[Asfned], hiya ['hia] [Hj-] ['ral, kark [kash] ™[kesh], bikh
[bih] [bsh], gahwah [qah-wa; -ah] ”[qab-wab)], wahhai [wah'haz, -hh-] 7[wshhe:ds,
-Bh-, -3, -g]. Also see: hazzah ['hazza; -ah] ™['hezzal)], but: hazza [hezza] ™[fezza].

Trills: fig 12.7 shows the mediatic variants of the phoneme [¢/, as usual, with all its
coarticulations, including [e, z], which may occur in prepausal position.

Examples: ribq [s1pq] ['¥obq], marbig [masbus] ”[mesbps], marih 'mash] 7['me-
oh], mirrih [mresith] 7[mosgsrh], mirah [mirath] 7[mrseth], furfur, -ar [fosfos, foefus]
m[forfos, fostps, -¢, 2].

fig 12.8 gives the possible mediatic variants of the phonemes [k, g/. Here are some ex-
amples: baks1s [bag'(if] 7 [bex(rf], kawk [kavk] ™[kook], fakkariyy [fagga'ej:] 7 [fek-
‘exet], makzan ['mapzan] ”['megzsn], gadan [radan] m[redss], sagir [sa'riz] 7 [sa'rrs],
balig [balir] m[bedsRr], masgil [mazrul] 7[melrpl], tawaggul [ta'warrol] ™[ts-
'werprol], mablag ['mab-lar] ”['meb-lsg], dagt [0ax0] 7['0ex0].

Laterals: fig 12.9 shows the mediatic variants of the phoneme [l/. Except for [, 1,
I, £] (and [1], shown for comparison with languages that have it), all the others can re-
place neutral [1].
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Examples: mutalaplip [mutalarli?] ”[mptslerls?], talbis [talbis] 7[telbrs], lay/
[ladl] m[1el], £alZ [Oalz] ™[Oelds, -3, -1g], malyan [makjan] "[mskjemn], zallagah [zal-
la:qay] ™[z3lla:qab], talgih [tatqeh] ™ [talqath], bi-smi Liah [bismilla:h)] 7[bss-
mosllexh)], Pallah [Patta:h)] 7 [2attazh)].

Stress: In the story that follows, a number of variant examples can be found to il-
lustrate what has also been said in § 12.8.

The North Wind and the Sun

12.11. To complete this chapter, here is a (normalized) mediatic version of the text
given in § 11.2.2.

The main consonant changes (in comparison with the neutral version) are:

[2]-[?] (less strong), [q]-[?] (normal), [§]-[4] (less strong), [3]-[ds], [2]-[d]
(though not occurring in this text), and seminasals in front of pauses or continuant
contoids. For the vowel changes, see fig 12.1.

As for stress, the so widespread ‘Egyptian’ type is also given, in addition to the more
normal pattern, and some other less frequent ones. However, as we know, stress is not
distinctive, in Arabic; and native speakers can oscillate very much.

Although it might seem to be more complicated, alternative stress patterns are giv-
en in brackets, immediately after, in order to make comparisons easier. On the con-
trary, in fact, putting them as numbered footnotes would have complicated reading
more than so.

Kanat rihu $Samal tatazadalu wa-$Sams fi payyin min-huma kanat paqwa mina
[-oukra, wa-pidan bi-musafirin yatlacu mutalafficun bi-cabapatin samikah. Fa-ttafagata
cala ictibari ssabiqi fi pizbari I-musafir cala kal¢i cabapati-hi pal-paqwa.

Pasafat rihu $Samal bi-paqsa ma pistatapat min qiawah. Wa-lakin kullama pizdada
L-casf, pizdada l-musafiru tadatturan bi-cabapati-hi, pila ran pusqita fi yadi r-rih, fa-takallat
can muhawalati-ha. Bagda pidin satacati SSamsu bi-difpi-ha, fa-ma kana mina l-musafiri
nilla pan kalaga cabapata-hu ¢ala t-taww. Wa-hakada pudturrat rihu $Samal pila [pictiraf
bi-panna sSamsa kanat hiya l-paqua.

Hal kanati l-qissatu Zamilah? Hal turidu pan nuraddida-ha?

[khemst- grhof {s'mel tetadze:dslp {tstedsedelp} wal{ems | fi*Eejom 'monhpme--
{mon'ipme}| khenst Pe?-we- monrelukse. {PeP'wer mon-}| wssd bimp'sexfean: {br-
mupsefreon}| jastago mptsleffsom- {jattato mputsleffstom-} bsteberstan {bstebs-
Peton} ss'mrkeh- || fettsferete:- {fettafevete} {tafere'ther} {theferete}| Tele {Iele:}
Sotrbe:ess 'sebres- {sebier}| frridgbeiesl mp'sedase| Gele {Tele:} kelir GebsPetihr {iebe-
>3'thihr} {Seberstihr}i Pel”er-we: {PelPerwe:}||

qasafet {3a'safst}! ¥rhof [s'med || biPe?-sa 'me:| Posta'taPst monPpwe: || waleksn-
'khollsme {kollems} ®sz'de:dsl 9ast--||| *sz'de:ds]l mp'sedfrep {mpsetfrep} t3'deOOpcem-
{iteds0Opsem-} boSebsPetihr- {biaebers'tifr-}| Ple *snPosPota: {Prle: PenRosPata} fije-
dos 'srh- || fetekellst Sem mohewsletifie:, {mohewslsthihe } {mohewsletrfe: }|| bed'de-
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*109n: {beidsP1don}| sa'tadets| {sata'ets(} femsp brdsfPhe: {bidst?ifie} {brdsf>rhe:}|
femskhe:ne mynelmp'sedfrer {mynelmpsefrer}| Polle *ankelege {Polle: Pangelede} Se-
bePetshp- {Sebersthefp-} (Telst 'thepw- || 'we 'heksde {hskhede} 2ottorset ¥orhof [s-
'mezl-| Pilsl Podtrred- {Prled P99} brPenns| femse| khemst- hisl Per-we:, {Pe2'we: }|

chel khemnstot {ka'netol} Pos'satp {Possatp}- ¢dza'mrleh’| shel tpsrdp- Pen npred'dr-
dshe: {npseddrdehe} {npreddidshe:|].






