Russian Pronunciation & Accents

Some integrations, additions, and modifications (2023)

13.12. Let us also consider what happens in syntagmata like the following ones,
with grammemes immediately followed by initially stressed lexemes. Some phonemic
changes also occur, due to stress reduction, as we are going to see.

So, we can certainly find: 1808 mMHenwue, theoretically ‘/tvajom 'peniji/, which be-
comes [tvajam'peniji/ [tvejem'pe-nir] (with [ja?/, different from both ‘[ja*/” and *[jaC/’,
with word-internal ‘[ja/, normally becoming /ji/). In addition, anything like ‘[tvejom-
'nenir]” would give the impression of emphasis (almost like ‘/tva'jom 'pepiji/’, as in the
other cases, too).

13.13. The same pattern happens to occur in -os1, -ou forms, [-aja, -aji/. Indeed, they
can all be neutralized (grammatically, too) as [-aja-/, when immediately followed by an ini-
tially stressed word. Certainly, for native speakers the ‘ungrammatical’ transformations
(or phonic neutralizations) seen are no problem at all, ie they generally do not even real-
ize producing those differences, by using unified forms, but they might detect something
foreign in hearing them spoken by foreigners.

However, in non-neutral accents, we can actually find the ‘/-ajjo'$-/ pattern, in addi-
tion to neutral [-aja'$-/, seen, also as mediatic [-aji'$-/, or traditional [-aje$-|, which may
sound rather ‘foreign’ to neutral speakers.

13.14. Further useful examples: moé cepaue ‘/maljo 'sertsi/” > [maja'sectsi/ [meye-
'sEctsi], or Mmost krura ‘[maljak 'niga/’ » [majak'niga/ [mejek'ni-gz], or moun goma ‘/majji
'doma/’ > [majildoma/ [mejrdwormz] (obviously different from moit gom ‘/'moi'dom/’
> [moidom, mai-/ [moi'dwom, mei-]).

Let us add: ognn gom ‘[a'din 'dom/’ » [adin'dom/ [edzia'dwom], ogna xrura ‘/ad-
'nak 'niga/’ > [adnak'niga/ [ednekni-gs], or Boxpyr gaun ‘[vak'ruk 'datli/” > [vakeuk'da-
ti/ [vekcug'datl1], or mozarm goma ‘/paza'di'doma/’ > [pazadidoma/ [pezsdzrdwormas].

13.15. Let us also consider further forms of neutral on: ero ‘[jivo '$-/ > [jiva'$-/, or
even eé: ‘[jijo'$-/" also often becoming - [jija'$-/ (or mediatic [jiji'$-/, traditional [jije'$-)).

However, oscillations and composite usages are rather frequent, also depending on
speech speed or carefulness, including possible colloquial ‘solutions’.
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Modern Russian intonation (fig 13)

fig 13. (Modern) Neutral Russian: intonation.
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