Mediatic Castilian Pronunciation

Luciano Canepari (o 2013)

1.1. Basically, this accent presents more relaxed, less tense, articulations than
the neutral Castilian one, both for its vowels and consonants.

As any other mediatic accent of the various languages in the world, even the
Castilian one is not completely compact, nor always consistent. In fact, more or
less often, it can present certain oscillations towards the neutral accent, or towards
some more local features. However, by identifying its most typical features, we ob-
tain what follows, that we present in relation to the neutral accent.

1.2. As for the vowels, by normalizing a little its articulations and distributions,
we can say that, either in stressed or unstressed syllables, we find less peripheral vo-
coid articulations on the vocogram, as can be seen quite well in fig 1.1, and also in
the transcriptions, thanks to the use of special symbols, too. It is true, though
(should this accent be independent —as if dealing with a different language— with no
need to compare it with a neutral accent), that we might use the main (or normal)
symbols, instead of some special —intermediate— ones. In such a way, however, any
comparison becomes more useful.

As a matter of fact, it is exactly so for [i, uf ”[i, u], which are ”[i, u]: limite(s)
n[limite(c)] ™[lirmite(c)], taxi *['tagsi] ™['teysil, futuro "[fu'turo] ”[fu'tur-ss],
tribu "['teipu] ”['tsi-Qu]. For [a/ 7[a], we generally find 7[#]; but, 7[a] occurs, in
the following contexts: in contact with (ie either followed or preceded by) /u/
mu], [of ™[o, 2; wl, [x/ ™[:]; or, if preceded by [w/ 7/™[w]; or, if followed by /ny/
mnl], or by [I*, 1C/ #im[l] (which can also be velar, ™[1*, LC] — but not velarized,
[4]): casa "['kasa] ™[ kese], causa *['kausa] " [kanse], baul *[baul] ”[bawl, -L], ac-

fig 1.1. Vocogram showing the five vowel phonemes and the taxophones of neutral and mediatic

Spanish.
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tuar "[agtu'ac] "[eytu'as], adecuar "[adekwar] ™[edekwas], cacao "[kakao]
mlkekao], ahora "[acra] m[a'vse], coagular "[kwayular] [ kwagnles], boa
n[boa] ”[boal, sal "['sal] ™[3al, $al], teja *[texa, -ka] "[te=lal, jabdn "[xaPon,
k-1 ™[aQon], naranja "[naranya, -ga] ™[nesandal, almacén "[almaOen]
m[almeQen, al-].

1.3. However, the main differences about Spanish vowels are to be found for
[e] "'k, °E, o€; J], which is realized as [©e, ©e; 1], and for [o] *['0, °0, 405 w], which
is m[Wg, O3; u] — always with some normalization and generalization, of course.
Let us say that [}, v] can correspond to the neutral accent possibilities: [e'V] ?[]e
te'V] and [o'V/ 2[wos; t0'V], even if tending to realizations closer to current spelling.
Anyway, let us pay careful attention to what follows.

In fact, we have the following deviations, according to the criterion presented
above through phonic formulae, with reference to the neutral accent, which —both
in checked and free syllables— has [e, of 7[ systematlcally if stressed (or de-
stressed, in compounds or monosyllables), but /e o/ "[e, o], if unstressed.

1.4. Starting with [e/, we have: [e/ ™[e] in free syllables, both internal or final,
either stressed or unstressed, 72[Wet, Me#] (While, in neutral pronunciation, we only
have 7[e], but *[g, °E]): leche(s) *[1le-tfe(s)] [le'tse(c), -(3)], queso *[ke-so] 7[ke-
s0], excelente [ esOellente, eFsOe-] [.eg@e'lente, eycOe-, esOe-, eysOe-], desde "['dez-
Se] 7['dez8e, 'dez], llamé "[Kame] "[dje'me, g5-, il, el hombre "[elombre] [e-
lombse].

Then, for all /®eV/ sequences, we find ”[©eV], including [ei, eu/: ley [1ki]
m[lei], peine "['pEine] "['peine], deuda "['deuda)™|'den.de], Dulcinea [ dulOinea]
m[dulOi'nee], correo "[kor'r:eo] " [kosvev, -ev] (the last example also shows the in-
fluence of [/ [3]).

On the contrary, we have: "[©eC*] for [©eC*/ (and for [©eC¥/, and also [,eC*,
£C")); but [e] for [®eNC, ®eN*/ and for [lesC, 'es”/ (besides [,esC, ,es”/, as in neu-
tral pronunciation), including the sequence (xC), if realized as ”[©ecC, ©e3C] (but
m[WepcC, VeysCl): perfectamente "[perfegtamente] ”[pesfeyte'mente], verde [ bec-
Se] m[besde], guerra "['\gecr:a] ™['gesyal, error *[er'rior] [es'xas] laurel "[lau'rel]
m(law'sel, -L], vuelta "[bwelta] 7 [bwelta, -1-], el jefe 7[el'yxete, -k-] [el-defe], pez
n['pEB] ”[peb], Jaén *[yakn, k-] ™[a'en], siempre "['sjempre] [sjempse] estén

m[es'ten] " [ec'ten, es-], veces ['bE Bes] 7[beOec, -3].

In addition, we find /e/ 1, for ['e@)"]: usted "[us'te, -£8] ™[uc'te, -€3, uS] and,
as we have already seen in some example, in words with /4, 'u/, [,e(CY"/ is [g]: tio(s)

n['tio(s)] ™['tia(g), -], vzno n[bino] "[bins], titulo *['ti-tulo] ™[tituls].

Equally, we find [e/ ™[e], if preceded by [y, rz/, even if in unstressed syllables
(while the neutral has [XE, oX€ TIE, Jre]): genial *[ye'njal, k-] [denjal, -L], gema
"[yema, k-] 7”[le'me], real "[r:e'al] ™[xe'al, -], guerrero *[ger'rero] ™[geskeso].
There are two possibilities, (e, €], for [Vyxe®N, Or:e™N/: gente » [XEnte, k-] 7[en-
te, Hen-], renglén "[ren'glon] ™ [sen'glon, en-]. We find [e/ 7[e] also in [ey/: eje
n[eye, -ke] ™['ele], viejo "['bjeyo, -ko] ™[bjels].
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Of course, in [Verr:V/, we have [V¢] (neutral [E, °E, (e]): perro *['pEcrio] ™ [pes-
Yo], perros "['perrios] ™['pesdac, -], perrito(s) *[perrito(s)] 7 [pestita(c), -3)]. Un-
fortunately, the Hispanic tradition (sadly and harmfully influenced by Spanish
spelling — so that it also uses ‘[V]’, instead of [V]), absurdly, still considers r»
[Ver:V] as if it were something unitary, giving ‘[V#r:V]’, or rather ‘[V#TV]’! — follow-
ing the written word-division at the end of a line, with pe-rro!

1.5. Passing to o/, which is ['0, °0, ;0] in neutral pronunciation, we find ”[o]
in free syllables, both stressed or not, either internal or final in a word, 7[®o*, ¥o"]
(while the neutral accent only has [ 0], but %['o, °c]): loco "[1o"ko] "[loko], locos
n[lokos] [lokac, 8], iconogrdfico "[ikonotyratiko] ™[ikonoysefiko], callé #[ka-
Ko ] m[ke'dzp, “gso, -jo]. Then, for all /®oV/ sequences, we find ”[VoV], including
[oi, ou/: hoy "['ci] ™['6i], bou *[bou] ™[bow], boa *[boa] ™[boal, oboe *[o'Boe]

[0'qoe].

In addition, we have: ”[®5C#] for [©oC*/ (also for [®0C"/, while the neutral ac-
cent has ['oCt, 'oC"], but [ ,0C*, ,oC"]). There is [o] [5] even in sequences [©osC,
®os”[ (while the neutral accent has *['osC, 'os”], but [ ,0sC, j05"]): bosco "[bosko]
m[bagko, -§-], boscos "[boskos] ”[backac, -skas], forma "[forma] ™[fosme], horror
n[or'rzor] ™[a8%3s], olmo "['olmo] ™[slmo, -1-], olmos "['clmos] ™[slmog, -1-, 3], op-
tar "[of'tac] "[>§'tes], doctor "[doy'tor] ™[day'tas]. However, we find ”[o] for
[®oNC, ©oN*/: donde "[donde] ”['donde], compré "[kom'pre] " [kom'pse].

Let us observe that, in mediatic pronunciation, /e, of behave in a parallel and
systematic way, with only one exception for [es”, esC,[ and [os”, 0sC/: "[Vec?, VecC,
(')ez(;] (01‘ m[(l)eS# ")ESQ (l)ezg]) [(1)3(;# (1)3(;(; (')SZ(;] (or m[(l):;sﬁ (|)3$CA (l)azg]) This
happens independently from the position of stress: ”['es”, 'esC, '£zC, .es", esC, ,ezC]
and "['o§", '05C, '0%C, 05", ,05C, ,07C]. Therefore, let us consider: Andrés *[an'drEs]
mlen'dsec, -§], peces *['pe-Oes] ['peOec, -3], desde "['dezde] ['dezde, 'dez-], estoy
nles'toi] ™[ec'toi, es-], dos "*['dos] ™['dac, 'das], nosotros "[no'so-tros] 7 [no'sortsac,
-], cosmos ”['kozmos] m[kazmog, -Zmo3].

We find /o [5] even in /ox/ ojo ['ox0, -ko] ™[>35], mojar "[mo'yar, k-] ”[mo-
Slag]. In addltlon we have [o] (3], for [o(@)"]: reloj [r:elo, -0x] [3€lo, 23]; and, as
already seen in some examples, in Words with /i, 'u/, the structure [,o(Cy/ is [5]: actiio
n[ag'tuo] " [ey'tus], mudo " [mu do] "['mu-83], #ltimo "['ultimo] 7*[ultims].

Equally, we find [o/ ™[5], if preceded by [y, rz/, even in unstressed syﬂables
(while the neutral accent has (%0, X0, (K); 10, ,r:0]): joven *['xoBen, k-] ™[lo-
denl, joroba *[xo'toPa, k-] "[do'so-qe], roca "['r:0ka] " [voke], rojo *['r:07y0, -KO]

mxa73la], rocto *[r:00io] [Sa'@m] There are two possibilities 7[5, o], for [®yo™N,
Or:0®N/: jondo "[yondo, k-] "[Aondo, Hon-], rombo "[r:ombo] 7[t>mbo, Yom-],
romper "[r:om'per] ”[3om'pes, dom-].

Of course, we have [®3] also for [Porr:V/ (neutral ['o, °o, ,0]): zorro *['Qorro]
m['Gasxo], zorros "['Oorrios] 7 ['OGasxac, -¥].

1.6. As for the consonants, the typical Castilian articulatory laxity is quite clear.
It weakens all continuous contoids (ie constrictives & approximants) and stop-stric-
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fig 1.2. Consonantal phonemes, with neutral and mediatic taxophones.
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tives, by softening them by one degree (in our “”[PA classification), while voiceless
prenuaclear stops do not change.
Thus, in prenuclear position, the constrictives become semi-constrictives, [f/

nlf, vl m[f, v]; [0] 7[ m[8, d]: fdsforo(s) *[tostoro(s)] ™[facfosag, -sfosas], cerviz
n[QecpiO] ™ @es'E]L@
For [s/ "[s, 7] we have ™[§, 7], in prenuclear position, and [c, %; §, 7] in postnu-

clear posmon casas "[ka-sas]| " ['ke-sec, -3], estamos "[es'tamos| 7 [ec'te'mac, ed'te-
mas], los drboles "[lo'sarPoles] ™ [lo'sesqolec, -e3], isla *['izla] ™[izle, iz-], los barrios
nuevos de Madrid "[loz'Barcrzjoz 'nwePoz SEma'drid] 7 [log'Qesyjor 'nwe-foz deme-
6818, 107/ esyjaz, nweoz].

The central approximants, [j, w/, do not change, #/"[j, w], including the semi-
-approximants deriving from prevocalic /e, o, af, /™[}, w, il: pie "['pje] "[pjel,
buey "[bwei] " [bwei], teatro "['tjartro, te'atro] ™['tje-tso, te'etso], poeta "[puEta,
po'eta] [puete, poete], coagula "kwayula, koa-] "[kuayule, koa-].

Non-central approximants become semi-approximants, (/b, d/) [f, 8] ™[4, 8]:
he bebido "[eeBi-do] ™[,eqe'Qi-8a], abrir *[afric] "[e'sis], drbol *['acfol] ™[esdsl],
unidades "[uni'da-des] "[uni'de-deg, -$], esbozo "[ez'po00o] "[eruv, e7-], estrabis-
mo "[estraPizmo] 7 [ectseizmo, ectse'diz].

The stopstrictives become stop- semi(con)strictives, (6] 4] ™[], [qgi/ g gi,

dZ» g5 il: muchacha *[mutfatia] 7 [mu tSB tee], conyuge *[’kopgjuye, ngj-, -Ke]
'ko;ldliuhz, ngg-> -Nils yayo *['gjajo, 'g;] "l'derdjo, 'geegro, jerjol.

Besides becoming a semiconstrictive, [/ loses its uvular vibrations, as well, 2[,
K] 7[2l]: Jorge "[yorye, ‘korke] 7[los:E].

In postnuclear position, before a C or a pause, we have [f/ 7/"[, B], [0/ [0, J]

m[0, d]: afta ['adta, 'af3-] ™[edte, ®f-], afgano [afyano] ™[epyenoc], diez *['djeb]
m['dje0], juzgar "[xudyar, k-] " [Audyes].

Very often, f and v, (especially) in mediatic pronunciation, follow the official
spelling, with ‘international’ realizations, [f, v]: afta ™['efte], afgano ™[eviyeno].

The current mediatic solution for the very frequent structures /s*, sC/ uses the
alveolar semi-grooved approximants, [¢", ¢C, ¢C] (but they can alternate with the
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fig 1.3. Neutral and mediatic contoid orograms.
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grooved semi(con)strictives, 7[3, 7], less different from neutral realizations): esta-
mos cansados "[estamos kan'sa(8)os]| ”[ec'termog ken'serdac, -aac, e'ttermas -33], ras-
go "['r:azyo] ™[xeryo, Yez |, cisne *['0izne] [ Oigne, Oiz-].



6 Mediatic Castilian Pronunciation

1.7. The postnuclear stop phonemes [p, b; t, d/ become approximants, [p, b/
nm[B], [t, d] #m[8] (except in emphat1c, or intentionally clear, pronunc1at1on as
happens in the neutral accent): apto "['aPto] ™[eto], abdomen *[af}d0-men] ™ [&g-
'8o'men], vodka "['bodka] ™ [badke], atmdsfera "[ad'mostera] *[ed'macfese, 5], ad-
vierto "[ad'Bjecto] [edqjesto]. In the same contexts, postnuclear [k, g/ (which in
neutral pronunciation become the constrictive ”[y]), are realized as semi-constric-
tive [y]: actor "[ag'tor] ™ [ey'tas], dogma "[doyma] ™[doyme].

For [/ [¢], besides normal ™[¢], we frequently find the alveolar semi-tap [s]
(with no full contact) or even the voiced alveolar approximant ”[z] (however,
evaluated less favorably). Thus, we use [s], which is an intermediate contoid be-
tween [r, z]: caro "['karo] "[keso], curar #[ku'rac] [ku'ses], sobre "['so-Bre] ™[$o-
{se], pem’er [per Okr] 7 [pes'des], prepararse *[ prepa'rarse] ™[ psepe'sesse].

For [rz/ "[rz], we often have ™[] and, for [crz/ 7[cr:], the sequence ™[s] (or ™ [x%,
z3]): carro ['karr o] "[kesxo], rubio "[ruPjo] ™[xwdjo], honra "['onra] ™['onie], al-
rededor "[alriede'dor] ™[ alkede'dos], subrayar *[sufr:aar] m[.suflie'dles, ‘gres, -jes].

For [1/, as we have already said above, besides [l], we can also have the velar real-
ization ™[1*, LC]: lugar "[luyac] ™[luges], hablar n[aplac] m[eqles], ﬂor [flor]
m[\las], fiel 7[jel] ™['fjel, -L1, salto ['salto] ™[$alto, $al-], alba m['alpa] ™['alqe,
'al-], alcalde "[alkalde] 7 [alkalde, al'’kalde], el oro "[eloro] 7 [eloso], el toro *[el-
'toro] ™[el'toro, el-], colchén "[kol'on] 7 ksl tson, kol-].

Normally, /] becomes [qj/ *[qj, gi, ] [d}, g5, i): Huvia "[KuBja] " [dju-gje,
'gs-, -1, pollo "['poho] ™ po dlo, -gs0, -jo], un llano "[upkano] [up'dze*no, up'gs-,
un-], el llano *[efkano] ™ [e|'djeno, ehgs-, ek, el-].

The nasal contoids correspond well to the neutral ones, but for /nn/ we also
have [IJn]: solenne "[solenne] ™[solenne], mano ['mano] ”['menov], nifio *['nino]

m['nins], enfermo "[em'fermo] ™[enfesmo], diente "['djente] ™['djente], ancha

n[apt{a] ”['entge], banco "[banko] ”[benko], franja *['franzla] ”[fsanlal, dlbum

n[alpun] ™[elun, -y, -n, -m], médem "['mo-den] ”['mo-den, -1, -m] (generally, in
the mediatic accent, -7 [n”[ has different realizations, more or less influenced by
Spanish phonology —or by spelling, by now— [n, 1, -m, m]. As can be seen in fig
1.3, [m] is simultaneously bilabial and alveolar).

1.8. The intonation patterns of the mediatic accent are similar to the neutral ones.

fig 1.4. Neutral and mediatic Castilian-Spanish tonograms.
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