
1. Norwegian (Germ., ¤™) has the fifteen vowels and six diphthongs shown on
the vocograms. All of the vowels but /È/ are either short or long monophthongs,
the short ones being (more or less) lower.

<e tree diphthongs given in brackets occur in words of foreign origin, or in
hui. Opener realizations than those given for /°:R, §R/ would be considered regio-
nal or non-modern.

2. We prefer interpreting the postalveolar series, (N, ˛, Ã, ß, $), as realization of
the phonemic sequences /R/ + /n, t, d, s, l/ rather than autonomous phonemes ‘/N,
˛, Ã, ß, $/', as this is a phenomenon which is also morphonological, and the unas-
similated pronunciation is always possible in a lofty style (as is also in the
Southwest, where /R/ is uvular): Karl˚ Lars /'kA:Rl, 'lA:Rs/ ('khå:$, 'lå:ß).

<e table also gives the postalveolar tap (e), which is very widespread in the
Oslo area, especially in correspondence of l˚ as in bl¢: /'blo:/ ('blo:÷ 'beo:) but does
not belong to neutral pronunciation and is thus given in brackets (although fre-
quent in mediatic pronunciation).

3. Syllable-initial stressed /p, t, k/ are ‘aspirated', unless preceded by /s/; in
final position, /k, g/ are (©, ˆ). Instead of (ß), there can systematically be /S/ (S) (as
frequently in mediatic pronunciation). <ere are various intense sonants: (õ, ó,
{, ô÷ “÷ Í, [).

<e most noteworthy peculiarity of Norwegian is its tonal word accent,
which produces minimal pairs as: banner /çbAnÈR/ (çbAn2n“) ‘banner' and /èbAnÈR/
(èbAn2n“) ‘curse'; hoppene /çhOpÈnÈ/ (çhOp3p¢2n¢) ‘the jumps' and /èhOpÈnÈ/ (èhOp-
3p¢2n¢) ‘the mares'. 

4. As can be seen from the latter examples, the chronetic structure after stres-
sed short vowels is /é0é/ (00). Here follow some useful examples (in brackets we
rapidly draw a comparison with the pronunciation of Bergen, with /R/ (º) and
one di‡erent tone): Amundsen /èA:m%nsÈn/ (èå:3m%n2só) {(¶å:2m%n3só)}, Bergen
/çbERgÈn/ (çbÄR2g¢n) {(èbÄ:º3g¢n)}, Oslo /èuslu/ (èus2lu) –in Oslo: (èuß2$u)– {(¶us3lu)},
õord /çfju:R/ ([fju:Í) {(èfju:ü)}, Magnus /çmA˙n%s/ (çmA˙2n%s). Notice that /R/ (º) is
also possible in mediatic pronunciation.

5. Spelling: au /E%/, c /k, s5/, d /d, `/, e /e:, E, È/, ei /Ei/, g /g, 'j5/, gj /'j5/, gn
/˙n/, h /h/, ¸hj /j/, ¸hv /v/, j /j/, k /k, 'Â5/, kj /Â/, l /l/, ¸lj /j/, ng /˙/, o /u{:}, o:, O/,
oy /Oy/, s /s/, sj /S/, sk /sk, S/ (as in ski /'Si:/), skj /S/, u /%{:}, u/, v /v/, y /y{:}/, æ /e: E{:}/,
@ /°:, §/, @y /§y/, ¢ /o:, O/.
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/è/ (è [3] 2)/ç/ ([), (ç [3] 2)

/i[:]/ (i:, i), /y[:]/ (Y:, y)

/e:/ (e:), /°:/ (°:)

/E/ (™), /§/ (#)

/E{:}/+/R/ (Ä{:})

/%[:]/ (%:, %), /u[:]/ (u:, u)

/o:/ (o:)
/È/ (¢)

/O/ (O)

/A/ (A), /A:/ (å:)

m (N)n ˙ 

(˛   Ã) (©  á)p  b t  d k  g
f  v s S(ß) Â  J

h (H)(V)
R-l {e}($)

/./ (13) /÷/ (^)/?/ (31)

{/Ai/ (A;i)}

{/Oy/ (O;y)}

{/%i/ (%;i)}

/E%/ (Ä;%)
/§y/ (#;y)

/Ei/ (Ä;i)

/è/+/./ (è [3] 2)/ç/+/./ ([), (ç [3] 2) /è/+/?/ (è [3] 2)/ç/+/?/ ([), (ç [3] 2) /è/+/÷/ (è [3] 2)/ç/+/÷/ ([), (ç [3] 2)

(N)(ï)

(ç) (])

f f f



6. <ere follow the vowels and diphthongs of the mediatic Norwegian accent
(with the possible addition of /ei/ in some words). <ey are more or less frequent,
even alternating with either more marked or more neutral realizations. <e same
goes for the consonant variants shown in the table.
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/i:/ (ii), /y:/ (¨¨)

/e:/ (ee, eÉ, e‘|)
/°:/ (,,, ,Ï, ,‘|)
/E/ (™), /§/ (")

/E{:}/+/R/ (Å{Å})

/%:/ (%%), /u:/ (uu)
/i/ (I), /y:/ (Ù) /%:/ (T), /u:/ (U)

/o:/ (oo, oÖ, o‘|)
/È/ (Ù, éÙ[|], 0É|)
/O/ (ø)

/A/ (a), /A:/ (åå)

{/Ai/ (aai, ∏∏i)}

{/Oy/ (øø¨)}

{/%i/ (%%i)}

/§y/ (""¨)
{/ei/ (ÉÉi)}

/Ei/ (ÅÅi), /E%/ (ÅÅ˚)

/i:/ (≠iI|), /y:/ (≠¨:|)

/e:/ (≠e√|), /°:/ (≠,√|)

/u:/ (≠uU|)

/o:/ (≠o√|)

/È/ (≠0å|)

/A/ (∏), /A:/ (ØØ)


