
<e vowels and common diphthongs are shown in the vocograms. Notice that
/È/ also occurs in stressed syllables: felfel ('fÈlfÈl). 

<e taxophones preceded by an asterisk represent the variants occurring in con-
tact with the 8 /ˆ/ (shown in the table), or with /w, ›, X, º, h, H/, while /k, g/ be-
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Typical diphthongs

/™/ (™, *x)

/A/ (a, *æ)

/I/ (I, *Ù) /U/ (U, *O)

/ / (2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2 2 ' 2) /÷/ (2 ' 2 2)/?/ (2 ' 2 1)/./ (2 ' 3 3)

/AI/ (aI, *æi)

/™I/ (™I, *xi)

/™U/ (™U, *øU)

/IU/ (IU, *¤U)

/AU/ (au, *æO)



come (©, á) when in contact with /i, a/ (i, Ä). In stressed free syllable, the vowels are
generally half-long: sekem ('sÈ;kÈm), yekmu (jÈk'mu;).

As for the consonants˚ /0/ may be in phonemic opposition with /00/, also for
/jj, ww/. Gemination occurs even in word-initial position, as for instance /mm,
dd/. Peculiar initial clusters are /tb, tm, tl, tf, tX, tS, tc/.

In addition, clusters of di‡erent consonants undergo normal assimilation of
several kinds, as: /ts=ss/, /kg=gg/, /dt=dd-tt/, /Rn=RR/, /nl=ll/, or: /kd=gd/, /tz=dz/,
/tZ=dZ/, /sc=Sc/, /sS=SS/, or: /dS=cc/, /dZ=GG/, /cd=Sd/, /sR=zR/, /†l=Ãl/, /†m=Ãm/,
/Rt=Rt/, /Rs=R†/, /tt-tt=tt/, /td=dd/÷ but also: /bb=mb/, /nn=ln/…

Other taxophones given in the table are clear enough by themselves. <e typical
intonation patterns are shown in the tonograms.
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